Kids  feeding  goats  at  the  Crossroads  Community  may  be  an  endangered  species  of  activity  since  the  Farm  is  now  faced  with 
eviction.  See  story  on  Page  6. 


HOMELESS  PROGRAM 
NEEDS  MAJOR  OVERHAUL 

- by  Bob  Ponting 


U.C.  EVICTING 
INSTITUTO  LABORAL 

- by  Bilan  Dooh&n 


It's  a cold  and  dreary  Friday  morning.  Daniel  Howard 
wakes  to  someone  banging  loudly  on  his  door  at  the  Jefferson 
Hotel.  He  drags  himself  out  of  bed  and  over  to  the  door. 
When  he  opens  it,  an  angry  hotel  employee  tells  him  that  he 
must  leave.  The  hotel  is  shutting  down,  he  is  told.  There 
are  no  rooms  for  anyone.  Everyone  must  get  out. 

The  voucher  he  was  given  at  the  Department  of  Social 
Services  (DSS)  Homeless  Hotline  is  good  until  Monday  morning 
but  he  decides  not  to  argue  the  point.  "I've  been  dealing 
with  those  people  a while  now  and  they're  very  rough  people 
to  deal  with.  So  when  they  came  into  my  room  and  told  me  to 
get  out,  it  was  time  for  me  to  leave." 

On  Friday,  October  10,  nearly  four  years  after  it 
began , the  city's  homeless  shelter  program  had  collapsed  In 
disarray.  In  a matter  of  hours,  Daniel  Howard  and  hundreds 
of  other  homeless  people  were  back  on  the  streets  with 
nowhere  to  go. 

The  crisis  was  prompted  by  reports  in  the  Examiner  and 
Chronicle  that  the  District  Attorney  was  investigating 
allegations  of  billing  fraud  by  hotels  in  the  City's 
emergency  shelter  program.  The  papers  reported  that  some 
hotels  were  so  filthy  that  many  poor  people  preferred  to 
stay  on  the  street. 

The  articles  angered  hotel  owners  and  they  reacted 
swiftly.  Charlie  Patel,  who  with  his  two  brothers  owns  or 
leases  at  least  10  of  the  32  hotels  in  the  program,  pulled 
his  hotels  out  of  the  program  without  notice.  All  but  five 
of  the  other  hotels  followed  suit.  By  the  end  of  the 
morning,  between  800  and  1500  people  had  been  evicted  fromt 
he  hotels.  The  crisis  was  diffused  the  same  day  after  Mayor 
Feinstein  stepped  in  and  met  with  Patel  for  four  hours.  But 
the  episode  demonstrated  that  the  City's  shelter  program, 
which  officials  have  said  is  the  best  in  the  country,  has 
serious  management  problems. 

Ironically,  the  brief  collapse  of  the  hotel  system 
appears  likely  to  strengthen  the  program.  The  media 
attention  that  followed  has  given  shelter  providers  and 
community  advocates  a forum  to  express  long-standing 
concerns  about  the  City's  homeless  policies,  and  the  Mayor 
has  been  forced  to  respond. 

Within  days  of  the  hotel  owners'  protest,  several 
groups  of  community  activists  and  the  non-profit  agencies 
that  work  with  the  homeless  formed  the  Homeless  Coalition 
and  began  to  pressure  the  Mayor  for  fundamental  changes  in 
the  program.  They  demanded  written  contracts  with  the 
hotels  to  replace  the  present  informal  arrangements  which 
allow  the  hotels  or  the  city  to  pull  out  of  the  program 
without  notice.  They  called  for  a long-range  strategy  for 
dealing  with  the  needs  of  the  homeless.  They  demanded  that 
social  workers  be  assigned  to  each  hotel  and  that  the  Mayor 
designate  someone  on  her  staff  to  coordinate  the  homeless 

continued  on  pg.  2 


The  Instituto  Laboral  de  la  Raza,  a five  year  old 
employee  rights  advocacy  group  at  1855  Folsom,  may  be  the 
next  victim  of  the  landlord-tenant  policies  of  Far  West 
Laboratory  and  the  University  of  California. 

Far  West,  owner  51%  of  the  building  under  Federal 
auspices,  has  offered  the  ILR  a lease  at  $1,433  monthly,  up 
from  a present  rate  of  $977,  contending  that  it  is  unable  to 
subsidize  non-profit  tenants.  Similar  Far  West  tenants 
faced  with  stiff  rent  increases  (the  Coleman  Youth 
organization,  the  Mexican  Museum  and  the  S.F.  Labor  Council) 
have  been  forced  out  of  the  Mission.  Another,  the  Office  of 
Samoan  Affairs,  has  chosen  to  stay  despite  having  to  exist 
in  half  its  prior  space  to  maintain  the  same  level  of  rent. 

Non-profit  tenants,  like  small  businesses,  have  no 
protection  under  the  law.  November's  commercial  rent 
arbitration  ordinance,  removed  from  the  ballot  on  a minor 
technicality,  may  surface  either  through  another  initiative 
or  supervisoral  action,  but  it  probably  will  come  too  late 
to  help  the  ILR,  whose  lease  expires  in  December. 

"We  provide  a direct  service,  helping  to  protect 
employees  from  economic  exploitation,"  stated  Jose  Medina, 
Executive  Director  of  ILR  and  editor  of  the  bilingual 
monthly  El  Boletin  Laboral.  "Most  of  our  clients  are  from 
the  Mission.  If  we  had  to  move,  not  only  would  there  be  the 
cost  of  moving,  but  other  non-profits  in  the  Mission  have 
informed  us  that  there  is  very  little  space  available." 

In  its  letter  of  October  23  to  Far  West,  Medina  pointed 
out  "that  a large  percentage,  if  not  all  of  Far  West 
Laboratory's  income  is  derived  from  public  funds.  So  in 
reality,  it  is  taxpayers  like  myself  that  are  subsidizing 
Far  West  Laboratory." 

What  distinguishes  the  Far  West/ILR  dispute  from  other 
landlord-tenant  scuffles  is  a Model  Cities  agreement  under 
which  Far  West  was  able  to  receive  federal  funds  to  purchase 
and  rehabilitate  1855  Folsom.  Neither  side  claims  to  have  a 
copy  of  the  agreement  Medina  and  other  community  representa- 
tives believe  ensured  the  rights  of  non-profit  tenants.  In 
its  letter  of  October  17,  Far  West  stated  that  the  records 
were  lost  and  that  "it  is  years  beyond  the  time  the  Federal 
Government  obligates  us  to  keep  such  data". 

"I'm  pretty  sure  no  legal  agreement  ever  came  out  of 
those  discussions,"  countered  Matthew  Sullivan,  Building 
Manager  of  1855  Folsom. 

Medina  suggests  that  the  loss  of  data  may  be  more  than 
coincidental.  "We  believe  Far  West  intends  to  sell  the 
building  to  the  University  of  California  and  move  to  Marin 
County."  He  alleges  that  a recent  meeting  of. a Far  West/UC 
condominium  committee  was  a step  towards  removal  of  all  1855 
Folsom  tenants  and  the  for-profit  sale  of  the  building. 

Sullivan  stated  that  Far  West  has  no  plan  to  sell  its 
share  of  1855  Folsom.  Medina  has  responded,  both  to  the 
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program.  And  they  asked  the  Mayor  to  fire  the  DSS  general 
manager *Ed  Sarsfield  who,  many  felt,  had  poorly  managed  the 


hotel  program. 

Under  the  glare  of  media  attention,  Mayor  Feinstein 
responded  quickly.  On  October  15,  she  met  wtih  the  hotel 
owners  and  promised  to  work  out  a formal  contract  with  them. 
The  next  day,  she  met  with  members  of  the  Homeless  Coalition 
and  agreed  that  social  workers  should  be  placed  in  each 
hotel.  On  November  11,  the  Mayor's  office  announced  the  for- 
mation of  a new  Homeless  Planning  Council  to  develop  a long- 
term strategy  for  the  homeless  program.  There  has  been  no 
response,  however,  to  the  demand  that  Sarsfield  be  replaced. 

John  Hardesty,  a lawyer  who  works  with  the  Homeless 
Coaltion,  is  encouraged  by  Feinstein 's  response  so  far. 
"The  Mayor  at  this  point  seems  very  cooperative  about  making 
changes  in  the  program,"  he  says.  "The  thing  that  I’m  most 
concerned  about  is  what's  going  to  happen  down  the  line." 


The  Program's  Troubled  History 

There  is  good  reason  for  Hardesty's  concern.  Most  of 
the  basic  flaws  in  the  program  have  been  pointed  out  over 
and  over  again  during  the  program's  four-year  history.  And 
every  time  the  media  rediscovers  the  homeless  crisis,  City 
officials  acknowledge  the  problems  and  promise  to  rectify 
them.  But  when  the  newspapers  lose  interest  in  the  issue, 
all  too  often  so  does  the  City. 

Since  the  winter  of  1982,  when  the  City  parked  two 
disabled  MUNI  buses  in  front  of  St.  Anthony's  Dining  Room 
for  the  homeless  to  sleep  in,  efforts  to  provide  shelter  for 
the  needy  have  been  characterized  by  improvisation. 

According  to  Judy  Schutzman,  Director  of  Administrative 
Services  at  DSS,  "we  didn't  have  the  luxury  of  really 
planning  something.  We  were  reacting  to  a crisis  and  the 
crisis  kept  evolving.  Eventually  we  wound  up  with  the 
system  we've  got."  That  system  presently  consists  of  32 
private  hotels  and  five  backup  shelters  at  an  annual  cost  of 
over  $7  million.  It  provides  shelter  for  about  3,000  adults 
and  400  children  every  night.  But  for  the  majority  of  those 
people,  that  is  all  it  provides. 

The  members  of  the  Homeless  Coalition  say  they  have 
been  pressing  for  more  support  services  for  years.  They 
argue  that  case  management  is  the  only  way  to  halt  the 
downward  spiral  many  homeless  people  find  themselves  in. 
They  also  note  that  the  hotels  with  on-site  social  workers 
are  kept  up  much  better  than  other  hotels  in  the  program. 

As  far  back  as  September  1983,  Sarsfield  told  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  that  DSS  would 
put  social  workers  in  all  of  the  hotels.  Yet  three  years 
later  only  five  of  the  32  hotels  used  by  DSS  have  case 
management  programs. 

In  1985  DSS  management  requested  that  the  City  Control- 
ler examine  the  way  the  homeless  hotel  program  was  run.  The 
auditors  reported  that  the  program  had  sloppy  accounting 
procedures  which  left  it  open  to  various  kinds  of  fraudulent 
billing.  They  noted  that  the  size  and  quality  of  the  staff 
was  inadequate  to  run  the  program.  In  addition,  they  found 
that  the  housing  program  had  no  specific  goals  or  policies 
and  that  there  were  no  written  procedures  for  many  staff 
functions.  Copies  of  the  report  were  distributed  to  the 
Mayor,  Board  of  Supervisors  and  DSS  more  than  a year  ago. 

Why  did  the  City  wait  for  the  total  collapse  of  the 
shelter  program  before  it  responded  to  any  of  these 
problems?  According  to  John  Hardesty,  part  of  the  answer  is 


that  the  City  misunderstood  the  nature  of  the  homeless 
crisis.  "Everyone  thought  that  the  crisis  was  temporary  and 
that  a temporary  program  was  all  that  was  needed,"  he  said. 
"It  wasn't." 

Deputy  Mayor  Rotea  Gilford  agrees.  "Nobody  understood 
that  the  goals  and  policies  that  were  being  applied  at  that 
time  were  not  sufficient." 

Another  problem  according  to  Sandy  Weiner,  a lawyer  who 
works  with  welfare  recipients,  is  that  DSS  was  more 
interested  in  keeping  its  costs  down  than  trying  to  get 
people  out  of  the  cycle  that  takes  them  from  welfare  hotel 
to  shelter  to  the  streets  and  back.  "The  emphasis  has  been 
getting  people  off  of  the  GA  (welfare)  rolls,  but  our 
experience  has  been  that  rather  than  getting  them  onto  more 
secure  funding  or  employment  the  emphasis  has  been  just  to 
get  them  back  into  the  homeless  program  and  get  them  off  the 
rolls,  however  feasible." 

Weiner  says  that  DSS  cut  welfare  benefits  in  about 
15,000  cases  last  year.  Less  than  15%  of  the  cuts  were 
because  the  people  no  longer  needed  the  benefits. 

DSS  can  save  at  least  $100  a month  for  every  person 
they  cut  from  the  welfare  rolls  and  move  onto  the  homeless 
program,  according  to  Weiner.  John  Hardesty  agrees  with 
that  figure  and  notes  that  between  July  1983  and  July  1985 
the  welfare  rolls  were  reduced  by  about  2,000  people.  DSS 
officials  refused  to  discuss  the  reasons  for  the  reductions 
despite  repeated  requests  by  the  North  Mission  News. 

The  welfare  system  "is  frustrating  its  own  purposes," 
says  Weiner.  "To  watch  what  takes  place,  the  anger,  the 
frustration  and  the  deterioration  the  longer  they're  on  the 
system  — this  is  not  stabilizing  people.  It's  not  helping 
people  step  above  the  system." 

What's  In  Store  For  the  City's  Homeless? 


The  problems  confronting  San  Francisco's  homeless 
population  are  overwhelming.  The  City  has  been  forced  to 
bear  the  entire  burden  because  the  state  and  federal 
governments  have  washed  their  hands  of  the  problem.  Even 
the  City's  bitterest  critics  admit  that  San  Francisco  is 
doing  more  for  its  poor  than  most  cities.  But  it  isn't 
enough  and  the  problem  continues  to  grow. 

Critics  of  the  City's  present  approach  say  that  if 
headway  is  to  be  made,  the  homeless  need  more  than  just 
temporary  shelter.  The  key  is  to  provide  the  counseling  and 
support  services  that  will  help  people  get  back  on  their 
feet. 

The  Homeless  Coalition  has  asked  the  Mayor  to  make  a 
number  of  changes  to  the  homeless  program.  The  most 
important  are  to  put  a case  worker  in  every  hotel,  to  extend 
the  Hotline  vouchers  from  2 days  to  2 weeks,  to. make  welfare 
benefits  available  to  everyone  who  qualifies  and  to  stop 
cutting  people  from  the  welfare  rolls  for  purely  technical 
reasons.  The  Coalition  has  also  called  for  the  Mayor  to 
establish  a f irst-and-last-month-rent  fund  to  help  people  in 
the  hotels  get  into  permanent  housing.  Most  of  these 
proposals  would  cost  the  City  even  more  money  than  it  is 
already  spending,  at  least  to  begin  with. 

But,  according  to  Sandy  Weiner,  the  Coalition's 
proposals  will  eventually  save  money.  "In  the  short  run, 
yes,  you're  expending  money,  but  I think  in  the  long  run 
you're  finally  addressing  the  issues  so  hopefully  (people) 
will  get  out  of  the  system  once  and  for  all."  The  present 
system,  she  says,  is  "just  throwina  mone*r  into  a vacuum." 
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Quan  Yin 
Acupuncture 
& Herb  Center 

of  San  Francisco 

Quan  Yin  is  a community-oriented  healing 
center  offering  Acupuncture,  Herbs,  Shiatsu 
Massage,  Nutritional  Counseling  and  Classical 
Homeopathy  in  a supportive  environment. 

Sliding  fee  scale. 

Open  at  your  convenience. 
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Sat.  9:30  a.m.  - 2:30  p.m. 
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ASTRAGALUS 

In  previous  articles,  we  have  touched  upon  the 
beneficial  effect  of  individual  herbs  and  herbal 
combinations.  Earlier,  we  mentioned  the  use  of  a formula  by 
KW  botanicals  which  is  called  Immune  Tonic  and  is  an  immune 
stimulant.  One  of  the  herbs  we  briefly  mentioned  was 
astragalus,  which  is  used  both  in  Chinese  herbal  medicine  as 
well  as  Western  herbology.  In  this  issue,  I want  to  focus 
on  the  actions  and  properties  of  astragalus  in  particular. 

Astragalus  is  a dired  root.  In  Chinese,  it  is  known  as 
Huang  Qi  and  is  part  of  the  category  Tonify  Qi.  This 
category  of  herbs  includes  such  herbs  as  ginseng  and 
codonopsis  which  are  primary  herbs  used  in  Chinese  medicine 
to  strengthen  the  body's  overall  energy. 

According  to  Subhuti  Dharmananda,  Ph.D.,  director  of 
the  Institute  for  Traditional  Medicine  and  Preventive  Health 
Care  in  Portland,  Oregon,  cancer  patients  given  astragalus 
in  clinical  trials  were  shown  to  have  doubled  their  survival 
rates.  Also,  astragalus  increased  the  amount  of  IgA  and  IgG 
(natural  antibodies),  and  induced  formation  of  interferon  in 
people  susceptible  to  cold  viruses. 

Astragalus  is  known  in  Chinese  medicine  for  its 
strengthening  effect  on  the  spleen  and  lunqs.  It  increases 
overall  energy,  elimintes  toxic  substances,  stops  sweating 
(both  excessive  day  and  nightsweats)  and  helps  injured 
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tissue  to  heal.  Astragalus  also  has  the  function  of  helping 
digestion  and  absorption  of  food,  increases  red  blood  cells, 
and  increases  the  appetite.  Astragalus  is  often  used  in 
combination  with  other  herbs  to  help  fight  infection  and 
build  up  resistance  to  viruses  and  bacteria.  Astragalus 
also  helps  to  discharge  pus  from  wounds  that  have  difficulty 
in  healing. 

At  Quan  Yin,  we  are  presently  using  a formula 
formulated  by  Dr.  Dharmananda  which  has  astragalus  as  its 
major  ingredient.  In  the  next  few  issues  I will  discuss  the 
other  herbs  in  this  immune-strengthening  formula. 

AIDS  UPDATE 

The  San  Francisco  AIDS  Alternative  Healing  Project  held 
a successful  benefit  on  Saturday  night,  November  15.  Over 
75  people  attended  the  houseparty  and  enjoyed  meeting  new 
and  old  friends,  dancing,  eating  a lot  of  good  home-made  and 
donated  food  and  celebrating  healing  and  life.  The  benefit 
raised  almost  $500,  some  of  which  will  go  to  help  those  with 
AIDS/ARC  who  cannot  afford  the  full  cost  of  alternative 
treatment  protocols. 

The  SFAAHP  will  be  holding  several  other  fun  gatherings 
in  the  near  future,  including  a bowling  party  and  a dance 
party  with  the  Blazing  Redheads.  At  the  moment,  you  can  help 
out  by  buying  raffle  tickets  for  one  dollar.  Prizes  offered 
include  tickets  to  the  Eureka  Theater  and  the  Traveling 
Jewish  Theater,  hot  tubs,  massage  and  bodywork,  hypnotherapy 
sessions,  a Modern  Times  gift  certificate,  and  much  more. 
You  can  buy  a ticket  from  Rinaldo  at  Rainbow  Grocery  and 
General  Store,  at  Quan  Yin  Acupuncture  and  Herb  Center,  or 
by  calling  the  SFAAHP  referral  service  at  558-9292. 

Misha  Cohen,  O.M.D.,  C.A. 
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News  and  in  correspondence  to  Far  West,  that  the  ILR  would 
consider  purchasing  the  space  it  occupies. 

ILR  has,  additionally,  challenged  1855  Folsom's  safety 
conditions,  such  as  a hazardous  heating  and  ventilation 
problem  that  surfaced  last  year.  Moreover,  Medina  and  other 
nonprofit  tenants  are  concerned  about  secret  UC  radiological 
and  bacteriological  experimentation  on  the  second  floor. 

"I  hadn't  heard  about  bacteriological  or  viral  research 
but  UCSF's  radiation  ontology  lab  does  experimentation  on 
mice,"  Sullivan  said.  "They  check  very  carefully  for  leaks. 
The  University  has  said  that  more  radiation  comes  from  the 
sun  outside  than  from  the  lab." 
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Some  sub-human  anthropoid  who  was  with  his  300-pound- 
plus  stumpy-legged  slob  of  an  atom  bomb  blast  waste  friend 
put  the  bite  on  me  for  a cigarette.  I "just  said  no"  (quote 
Nancy  Reagan)  but  when  i got  up  to  the  corner  to  wait  for 
the  traffic  signal  like  the  good  citizen  that  I am,  he  fired 
on  me  upside  the  head.  Being  in  top  shape  as  I usually  am  I 
turned  fire  with  an  open  palm  powerful  bytterfly  Northern 
Chinese  Wing  Chun  punch  and  decked  him  to  the  wine-stained 
cement  pavement.  As  I ventured  up  16th  Street  to  continue 
my  grocery  shopping  I was  thinking  that  out  in  the  avenues 
this  shit  never  prevails  but  down  here  in  mid  16th  Street 
gutter  rats  climb  telephone  poles  and  decrepit  humanoids  pee 
right  in  front  of  the  BART  train  rush  hour  workers  who  don't 
do  anything  but  hold  their  noses  and  pray  to  God  that  dinner 
is  on  the  table  and  a fresh  suit  and  tie  is  rady  for 
tomorrow's  psychophantic  number  with  the  Sam  and  Sally 
Suburbias  at  some  job  site  when  they  get  home. 

I'm  serious  about  this.  No  lie.  How  about  on  the  22 
Fillmore  bus  when  some  dumb  kind-hearted  Asian  lady  was 
pretending  to  be  asleep  when  two  punks  from  the  Valencia 
Gardens  Housing  Projects  were  pilfering  her  purse.  She  was 
playing  dead,  so  to  speak. 

All  the  other  cowardly  curs  on  the  bus  were  picking  at 
their  noses  or  burying  their  chickenshit  faces  behind  a copy 
of  the  Wall  Street  Journal  and  I thought  by  telling  the  bus 
driver  that  there's  a robbery  going  down,  the  prime  minister 
of  the  22  line  would  have  turned  cur  just  like  his 
passengers.  I felt  like  slapping  the  taste  out  of  his  mouth 
but  that's  all  I needed...  another  stint  in  the  clink.  hut 
don't  you  worry  all  you  citizens.  1 didn’t  let  it  slide. 
I've  had  guns  and  knives  pulled  on  me  before.  Papa  Doom  has 
licked  at  my  back  door  one  too  many  times  in  the  past. 

Sticking  and  stabbing,  punching  and  jabbing  are  the 
rules  sometimes  down  here,  so  spraying  two  roaches  off  the 
city's  worst  coach  had  to  be  done.  Don't  write  to  this 
paper  asking  if  I use  unconventional  methods  protecting  this 
poor  old  lady  becasue  its  none  of  your  bees  wax  about  how 
scum  must  be  erased.  It  was  just  done.  So  shut  up. 

I know  it's  near  the  time  that  we  have  our  Christmas 
brandy  egg  nog,  open  our  presents  in  elation  and  pray  for 
peace  on  the  planet  in  front  of  a mellow  fire,  and  here  my 
December  complaint  is  full  of  violence.  Come  1987,  if  my 
editor  hasn't  been  struck  down  by  lightning  or  fired  me,  I'm 
turning  up  the  flame  and  hopefully  will  be  a 'Spark  That 
Starts  A Prairie  Fire'.  Come  this  new  year,  there  may  be  no 
need  to  fill  this  column  due  to  the  fact  that  nothing  hasn't 
crossed  my  road  to  hip  to  you  about.  But  that's  just  a 
shuck  & jive  line.  The  sickness  that  self-centered  corporate 
vampires  lay  out  for  all  you  will  be  pin-pointed  to  their 
origin.  And  then  maybe  I'll  go  back  to  writing  verse  and 
prose  instead  of  having  to  strip  the  hides  of  the 
dysfunctions  that  cruelly  dismember  our  lives. 

Just  remember  this...  wages,  price  and  profit  have  been 
calculated  since  1844  to  create  what  we  now  have  to  suck  on. 
Only  suckers  suck.  Don't  be  one. 
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I remember  reading  someplace  that  the  slime  exuded  by  a 
slug  would  enable  it  to  crawl  across  a new  razor  blade 
unharmed.  I had  the  misfortune  to  witness  such  a 
performance  when  the  latest  project  from  that  developer 
slug,  Richard  Deringer,  was  scheduled  for  an  appeal  hearing 
before  the  Board  of  Permit  Appeals.  The  slug,  who  speaks 
with  the  voice  of  a human,  says  things  like,  "You  guys  just 
won't  realize  what  a good  guy  I am." 

Just  being  in  the  same  room  with  this  wealthy, 
suburbanite  sack  of  shit  makes  me  want  to  puke.  To  be 
honest,  I enjoy  fighting  the  good  fight,  opposing  the  slime- 
mongerers  like  Deringer.  But  occasionally  one  runs  into  a 
person  so  sickening,  so  pathological  in  his  deceit  that  you 
just  want  the  fight  to  be  over  so  you  never  have  to  see  them 
again.  Richard  Deringer  is  just  such  a person.  I hope  you 
never  have  to  meet  him. 

Sigh.  Back  to  our  tale.  Let  me  retrace  for  you  the 
latest  trail  of  slime  left  by  this  grasping  gastropod  as  he 
crawled  through  the  city  bureaucracy. 

First  stop  in  the  slug's  travels  was  at  the  Bureau  of 
Building  Inspections  (BBI)  where  some  bureaucrat  ruled  that 
the  slug  could  pass  over  the  razor  blade  of  the  Residential 
Hotel  Preservation  Ordinance  and  not  have  to  replace  the 
housing  lost  when  the  Evergreen  Hotel  became  uninhabitable 
after  more  than  a year  of  neglect  by  Deringer. 

The  malicious  mollusk  was  exempt  from  the  ordinance, 
said  the  BBI,  because  he  didn't  own  the  hotel  when  it 
burned;  a ruling  that  constitutes  an  open  invitation  to 
arson.  This  nonexistent  loophole  in  the  Hotel  Ordinance 
conveniently  opened  only  with  the  collusion  of  the  City 
Attorney,  the  BBI  and  Deringer's  money. 

Speaking  of  money.  Deringer  has  spent  an  awful  lot  of 
it  trying  to  get  his  projects  approved.  We  understand  that 
some  of  the  places  where  Deringer  spread  his  promises  of 
money  around  are  still  waiting  for  the  promise  to  be 
fulfilled.  In  fact,  we  hear  that  Deringer  Development  is  on 
such  shaky  financial  grounds  that  it  could  be  categorized  as 
a house  of  cards.  You  don't  suppose  we'll  be  hearing  about 
Deringer  disappearing,  leaving  myriad  investors  and  sundry 
lawyers  holding  his  empty  bag?  Okay,  so  I'm  a dreamer! 


Back  to  our  travelogue:  Second  stop  on  the  slimy  trail 
led  to  the  Fire  Department,  of  all  places.  Deringer  had 
managed  to  get  the  firemen  to  plead  with  City  bureaucrats  to 
tear  down  the  Evergreen  Hotel.  Days  before  the  appeal  of 
the  demolition  permit  was  heard  by  BP A,  the  Evergreen  Hotel 
disappeared,  over  a weekend,  naturally.  Slugs  like  Deringer 
prefer  doing  their  nightcrawling  over  weekends. 

Moreover,  we  were  told  that  it  was  the  Fire  Department 
itself  that  ordered  the  Evergreen  demolished  despite  the 
fact  that  an  appeal  was  pending  before  the  Board  of  Permit 
Appeals.  A close  examination  of  the  FD's  own  file  on  the 
Evergreen  Hotel  failed  to  turn  up  any  indication  that  the  FD 
was  authorized  to  raze  the  hotel. 

Deringer's  mucilaginous  meandering  leads  us  next  to  a 
most  unlikely  spot,  the  Registrar  of  Voters.  It  was  here 
that  Sluginger's  excretions  got  thickest  and  allowed  the 
development  to  crawl  across  the  biggest  obstacle  of  all. 
Proposition  M.  Prop  M was  supposed  to  take  effect  immedi- 
ately after  passage.  Prop  M was  also  the  salt  sprinkled  in 
the  trail  of  Sluginger.  Ever  see  what  happens  to  a slug 
when  you  sprinkle  it  with  salt?  Not  a pretty  sight,  except 
in  this  case,  when  watching  this  stub  of  Van  Ness  Plaza 
shrivel  up  and  die  would  have  been  pleasing  indeed. 

But  Sluginger  gave  $20,000  to  the  No  on  M campaign,  I 
hear  tell,  and  when  you  give  that  much  money...  well  these 
things  can  be  arranged. 

So  the  Registrar  ruled  that  because  some  of  the  polling 
places  opened  late  on  November  4,  Prop  M wouldn't  take 
effect  until  December  10.  Money  can't  buy  you  love,  but 
when  it  comes  to  a City  bureaucracy  ruled  by  Queen  Di  Fi,  it 
can  buy  you  just  about  anything  else.  December  10,  you 
should  realize,  is  one  week  beyond  the  last  day  Deringer's 
building  permits  can  be  held  up  by  appeals  and  rehearings. 
Cute,  huh? 

Of  course,  even  these  shenanigans  wouldn't  have 
mattered  if  the  normally  sluggish  permit-issuing  bureaucracy 
hadn't  rushed  through  Deringer's  permits  in  near  record 
time.  All  things  are  possible  to  those  with  bucks  to  drop 
in  the  light  paliuu. 

So  this  latest  project  will  be  built,  but  thanks  to  the 
diligent  efforts  of  Sue  Hestor,  Marcia  Rosen  and  Paul 
Wartelle,  we  won  something  too.  In  a settlement  reached 
just  minutes  before  the  Board  of  Permit  Appeals  was 
scheduled  to  hear  our  appeal.  Deringer  admitted  the  error  of 
the  BBI  interpretation  by  agreeing  to  contribute  $237,000  to 
the  Residential  Hotel  Rehabilitation  fund  as  required  by  the 
Residential  Hotel  Preservation  Ordinance.  A small  but 
potentially  life-saving  victory. 
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- by  Gail  Feldman 

Over  100  people  jammed  into  the  community  hall  at 
Crossroads  Community  (the  Farm)  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  12  for  a 
meeting  to  help  save  the  12-year-old  non-profit  organization 
from  eviction  proceedings.  The  impromptu  meeting  was  called 
after  the  Farm  received  an  unlawful  detainer  from  its 
landlord,  Marilyn  Goode.  Goode  has  retained  a lawyer, 
Bernard  Libanti,  to  proceed  with  the  eviction  process. 

In  reaction  to  the  notice  of  a 30-day-termination  of 
the  rental  agreement,  the  Farm's  Board  of  Directors  voted 
unanimously  to  continue  operating  and  fight  the  eviction. 
Steve  Schectman  of  the  West  Bay  Law  Collective  has  been 
retained  as  legal  counsel  by  the  Farm. 

The  community  meeting  at  the  Farm  brought  together  a 
wide  range  of  people  who  support  its  programming.  Supporters 
included  musicians,  performing  arts  groups,  gardening 
organizations,  citizens'  organizations,  non-profits,  small 
businesses,  local  radio  stations  and  many  individuals  who 
use  the  facilities.  After  an  hour-and-a-half  briefing, 
supporters  raised  quesions  and  ideas  to  help  the  Farm.  The 
group  then  broke  into  four  committees  and  many  people 
undertook  projects  to  help. 

At  issue  in  the  eviction  is  the  landlord's  intention  to 
turn  the  Farm  into  a private  venture.  Now  that  the  Farm  is 
meeting  city  codes,  has  several  licenses  to  operate  and  is 
popular,  the  Goodes  see  the  economic  advantage  of  evicting 
the  Farm  and  developing  their  own  business  on  the  property. 
According  to  Schectman,  the  legal  term  is  called  "usurping  a 
business  opportunity". 

Over  the  past  12  years  the  Farm  has  spent  over  $200,000 
(half  of  which  came  from  the  Mayor's  Office  of  Community 
Development)  to  upgrade  the  buildings  to  comply  with  city 
codes.  This  includes  putting  in  sprinkler  systems,  fire 
walls,  exit  lights,  ramps  to  make  the  building  wheel  chair 
accessible,  bathrooms  and  a legal  kitchen.  In  addition, 
many  improvements  were  made  to  the  pre-school,  and  further 
improvements  are  still  being  done  in  order  to  complete  the 
Ninos  Lindos  Day  Care  Center  located  at  the  Farm.  On 


several  occasions  the  Farm  has  proposed  purchasing  the 
buildings;  however,  the  Goodes  have  stated  that  they  are  not 
interested  in  selling  the  property. 

In  order  to  enter  into  a new  lease  with  the  Goodes,  the 
Farm  will  need  to  raise  over  $30,000  before  the  first  of  the 
year.  (This  is  around  the  expected  court  date.)  The  money 
is  needed  for  negotiating  and  to  provide  for  increased 
insurance  protection  which  alone  is  expected  to  cost  $40,000 
annually.  Over  the  past  three  years,  the  Farm  has  been 
self-sufficient  by  relying  on  revenue  earned  from  the  music 
events.  However  with  soaring  overhead  such  as  the  increased 
insurance  rate,  some  cushioning  is  needed.  The  Farm  has  a 
memberhsip  who  contribute  $15-25  a year  and  a major  fund 
raising  drive,  "Save  the  Farm  Fund"  has  been  started  to 
encourage  donations  of  all  sizes.  Collection  cans  are  being 
set  up  by  Rainbow  Grocery  and  other  businesses.  A special 
event  weekend  is  also  being  planned  for  December  12-14 
featuring  2 nights  of  music  and  an  afternoon  poetry  event. 

A representative  of  the  "Save  the  Farm  Fund"  has  been 
tentatively  scheduled  to  appear  at  the  North  Mission  Associ- 
ation's "State  of  the  Arts"  meeting  on  December  9th. 

The  Farm  plans  to  overturn  the  eviction  with  the  help 

of  the  community  and  is  urging  those  with  time  or  money  (or 
both)  to  call  or  send  donations  immediately.  The  Farm  (1499 
Potrero  Avenue,  SF  94110)  can  be  reached  at  826-4290. 
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A combination  of  neighborhood 
persistence,  the  unexpected  but  welcome  intervention  of  a 
supervisor  and  the  unusual  cooperation  of  the  City  Attorney 
has  pushed  the  Pay  ’ n Pak  situation  towards  a conclusion. 

To  recap;  when  the  Planning  Commission  approved  the 
construction  of  Pay  'n  Pak,  over  the  objections  of  the 
surrounding  neighborhood,  certain  restrictions  were  placed 
on  their  operations,  like  how  many  deliveries  they  could 
make  in  a day,  the  amount  of  noise,  employee  parking,  etc. 
Pay  'n  Pak  proceeded  to  violate  every  condition.  Then  an 
article,  setting  out  their  violations,  appeared  in  the  North 
Mission  News.  And  son  of  a gun  if  Averell  (call  me  Ace) 
Smith,  administrative  assistant  to  Supervisor  John  Molinari, 
didn't  read  the  article.  He  then  got  on  the  phone  (with  the 
backing  of  Molinari)  and  read  the  City  Attorney  the  riot 
act.  A suit  was  soon  filed  seeking  to  force  Pay  'n  Pak  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  their  permit. 

Not  only  that,  Ace  has  been  coming  to  the  meetings 
between  the  neighbors  and  Pay  'n  Pak;  an  indication  to  Pay 
'n  Pak  that  Molinari' s interest  is  enduring  and  providing  a 
spur  to  their  compliance. 

Vivien  Azadian,  a neighbor  of  the  Pay  'n  Pak  store,  has 
been  the  driving  force  behind  the  efforts  to  get  Pay  'n  Pak 
to  live  up  to  their  obligations.  In  a telephone  interview 
Vivien  told  me  about  some  of  the  actions  Pay  'n  Pak  agreed 
to  take.  Most  importantly,  Pay  'n  Pak  has  agreed  to  make 
only  two  deliveries  a day,  including  all  suppliers.  The 
area  around  the  store  was  littered  with  big  rigs  waiting  to 
make  their  deliveries,  sometimes  after  midnight,  causing 
much  unrest  in  the  neighborhood. 

Vivien  expressed  some  concern  despite  the  progress  made 
so  far  because  she's  been  down  this  road  before.  After  all, 
everything  Pay  'n  Pak  is  agreeing  to  do  now,  they  were 
supposed  to  do  from  the  beginning.  They  didn't  live  up  to 
their  initial  agreement  and  Vivien  is  worried  that  they 
won't  live  up  to  the  new  one.  . 

In  sum,  Vivien  said,  "I  was  very  pleased  with  the 
response  of  Supervisor  Molinari  to  the  article  in  the  North 
Mission  News.  That's  what  we  expect  from  our  supervisors, 
interest  and  action." 

This  column  would  also  like  to  express  thanks  to 
Supervisor  Molinari  for  getting  involved.  Vivien  asked  me 
if  I could  remember  any  other  supervisor  getting  involved  in 
a situation  like  this  without  being  pushed.  Alas,  I could 
not . 
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On  December  11,  the  San  Francisco  Police  Cqmmission  may 
make  a decision  that  is  detrimental  to  neighborhoods  like 
the  Mission  and,  at  the  same  time,  deteriorate  the  incomes 
and  working  conditions  of  over  3,000  taxicab  drivers.  The 
issue  is  the  issuance  of  239  more  taxicab  medallions  in 
1987.  Currently,  there  are  761  taxicab  medallions  in 
service  for  the  City. 

Most  of  San  Francisco's  cab  drivers  oppose  more  cabs  on 
the  streets  because  their  incomes  will  take  a 30%  nosedive. 
Many  of  our  cabbies  have  threatened  to  quit  is  the  Police 
Commission  gets  its  way.  There  would  be  no  community 
benefit  to  the  Mission  and  other  neighborhoods  if  there  are 
not  enough  workers* to  drive  our  city's  taxicabs.  It  may 
become  commonplace  for  Mission  residents  to  wait  2 hours  for 
a taxicab  in  1987. 

The  United  Taxicab  Workers  (UTW),  a newly-formed  union 
of  taxicab  workers,  opposes  more  cabs  as  well  as  other  rules 
and  dictum  that  deteriorate  our  working  conditions.  The 
leasing  or  renting  of  taxicabs  to  drivers  has  been  the 
status  quo  in  our  industry  for  the  past  10  years  and  must  be 
abolished  through  collective  bargaining.  By  law,  cab 
drivers  who  lease  or  rent  their  cabs  from  the  cab  companies 
are  NOT  obligated  to  service  our  neighborhoods.  Under  this 
sharecropper  system,  cab  drivers  are  indebted  to  the  company 
from  anywhere  between  $53  to  $75  for  a 10-12  hour  shift. 
This  financial  burden  forces  drivers  to  service  higher- 
income  neighborhoods  and  districts  of  our  city  and  ignore 
the  radio  calls  for  service  in  places  like  the  Mission  and 
Fillmore. 

We  urge  all  Mission  residents  and  others  to  support  the 
UTW's  efforts  to  unionize  our  taxicab  workers  and  improve 
service  for  our  working  class  neighborhoods. 

Julian  Lagos,  UTW 

“IN  A STRANGE  HOUSE’’ 


HOWARD  MARTIN 

November  11 -December  20, 1986 

Opening  reception:  Fnday,  November  14, 5:30-7:30pm 
Gallery  hour*:  Tuesday-Saturday.  1 1am-5pm 
Lecture:  Thursday,  December  4, 8 pm 
Additional  lecture:  at  U.C.  Davis:  Wednesday,  November  19, 5 pm 

CAPP  STREET  PROJECT  fll 

65  Capp  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94103  (415)  626-7747 

Supported  in  part  by  grants  trow  the  National  Endowment  tor  the  Arts.  California  Arts  Council 
San  Francisco  Hotel  Tax  Fund,  and  San  Francisco  Foundation 


To  the  Editor: 

I was  disgusted  by  the  simplistic  attack  on  Jos  Sances 
poster  in  your  last  issue.  To  refer  to  an  artist  as  Fascist 
simply  because  you  do  not  like  his  personal  style  of  working 
is  terribly  irresponsible! 

Many  people  in  this  community  read  the  North  Mission 
News  and  take  its  contents  seriously.  I personally  feel 
that  Jos  deserves  an  apology  for  this  type  of  irresponsible 
journalism! 

I hope  this  type  of  petty  "trashing"  of  artists  in  our 
community  will  be  avoided  in  future  issues. 

- Linda  G.  Wilson,  Vice  President,  Eye  Gallery 

Hey  Barbara: 

We  just  witnessed  one  of  the  dirtiest  mudslinging 
campaigns  in  memory  in  California.  These  smear  campaigns 
were  not  only  offensive  but,  more  importantly,  hid  all  the 
important  issues  from  the  voters.  Some  of  the  results:  an 
ultra-right  state  Supreme  Court,  English  Only,  the  Duke. 
Your  column,  in  many  respects,  brings  to  mind  these 
campaigns.  The  lies  and  inaccuracies  are  all  there  (inclu- 
ding your  Spanish  mistakes).  Will  the  results  of  your 
column  be  as  productive  for  our  community? 

You  recently  smeared  a poster  I did  for  Casa  Nicaragua/ 
Athletes  United  for  peace  for  the  tour  of  the  national 
baseball  all-star  team  from  Nicaragua.  Let  me  give  you  some 
of  the  background  on  this  poster.  The  poster  was  done 
absolutely  free,  all  labor  and  materials  donated  and  all 
proceeds  from  the  sale  going  to  the  tour.  These  posters  may 
have  been  terrible  but  they  were  popular.  The  edition  was 
sold  out.  The  entire  team  signed  a copy  and  sent  it  back  to 
me.  They  obviously  were  not  offended  by  their  image  on  the 
poster.  I feel  the  tour  was  a propaganda  success,  no  mean 
accomplishment  in  these  repressive  times. 

Since  you  are  an  outspoken  art  critic,  I am  curious 
about  your  credentials . I am  glad  to  list  mine.  I have 
been  screen  printing  posters  for  over  10  years,  five  in  this 
community,  making  political/community  posters  for  over  250 
groups  and  events,  all  at  reduced  sliding  scale  prices. 
This  last  year  I had  a poster  accepted  by  the  Museum  of 
Modern  Art  in  N.Y.C.,  won  a Silver  medal  at  the  Chicago  Film 
Festival,  nominated  for  an  A.V.A.  Award,  and  received  a 
California  Arts  Council  grant  to  teach  screen  printing  and 
life  drawing.  I would  be  happy  to  discuss  anatomy  any  time 
with  you  in  my  life  drawing  class.  (Free  to  the  public,  6:30 
- 8:15  PM,  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2451  Harrison.) 

I feel  you  owe  me/Mission  Grafica  an  apology.  You 
obviously  have  no  concept  of  the  difficulties  of  surviving 
as  a community  artist  --  the  long  hours  and  low  pay.  Left 
unchecked,  your  type  of  criticism  only  serves  to  further 
divide  and  frustrate  our  community.  Who  knows,  Barbara, 
maybe  you  will  get  your  wish  — Mission  walls  without  bad 
art,  maybe  even  no  art  at  all. 

Happy  to  sign  my  full  name, 

• - John  (Jos)  Sances 


Que  Barbara  responds: 

It  was  not  my  solo  voice  raised  in  protest  of  the 
poster  in  question.  Others  expressed,  and  have  continued  to 
express,  the  same  criticism.  My  intent  was  not  "to  trash 
anv  individual  artists. 
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Art  and  politics  have  had  an  uneasy  relationship  in 
this  culture  primarily  because  of  the  almost  religious 
signfiicance  that  has  been  attached  to  art  and  artists.  It 
has  to  do  with  an  emphasis  on  individualism  that  is  cult- 
like in  its  proportion...  and  many  other  things,  including 
the  separation  of  Church  and  State,  and  the  rabid  attempt  by 
the  media  in  the  service  of  commodity  capitalism  to  drain  as 
many  things  of  meaning  as  they  possibly  can.  It  is  no 
wonder,  in  a society  that  places  such  a great  emphasis  on 
filling  voids,  that  art,  to  a great  extent,  gets  relegated 
to  gesture  without  content. 

Since  the  1960's,  under  the  influence  of  photography, 
video  and  performance,  an  art  genre  based  on  spectacle  has 
presented  itself.  It  is  the  Multi-Media  Event.  Literally, 
this  means  combining  more  than  one  medium,  such  as  dance  and 
music.  More  often,  it  means  combining  slides  and/or  video 
with  performance,  poetry  and/or  music.  In  other  words,  this 
can  be  a theatrical  event  that  does  not  require  a play. 

What  this  often  leads  to  is  an  orgy  of  gesture,  a' 
showing-off  of  the  talents  of  performers,  visual  artists  and 
the  media  themselves  without  having  anything  to  say.  Among 
the  most  vivid  examples  of  this  are  the  performances  by 
George  Coates  Performance  Works  in  San  Francisco.  They 
combine  technical  virtuosity  with  refined  dance  and 
performance.  They  function  as  escapism,  kind  of  like 
sophisticated  George  Lucasfilms  in  this  respect.  Titles, 
like  "The  Way  of  How"  and  "Rarearea"  indicate  their  lack  of 
interest  in  anything  outside  of  the  art  experience  itself. 
Some  might  call  them  "bourgeoise  art"  because  of  this. 

An  interesting  analysis  of  Coates’  work  can  be  found  in 
the  January  1986  issue  of  Horizontes,  where  Juan  Pablo 
Gutierrez  and  Carlos  Anzaldua  probe  "Rarearea"  for  any 
relevance  it  might  have  to  them. 

They  don’t  seem  to  find  any...  and  it  was  with  a 
similar  understanding  of  what  to  expect,  generally,  “om 
multi-media  that  I attended  a recent  performance  of  MGA 
PAGPILI/Choices  at  the  Eye  Gallery.  It  is  unashamedly 
political  and  therein  lies  its  strength.  There  is  never  any 
question  of  what  its  subject  is  nor  any  doubt  that  all  of 
its  participants  feel  strongly  about  it. 

MGA  PAGPILI  combines  slides  taken  by  photo^ournalist 
Jeannie  Hallacy  with  dramatized  stories  taken  from 
interviews  Hallacy  made  during  a three-year  stay  in  the 
Phillipines . There  are  also  taped  interviews,  live  Filipino 
music  and  poetry.  Jeannie  Hallacy  directed  the  entire 
production. 
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Overall,  MGA  PAGPILI  is  a well  conceived  and  very 
powerful  piece.  During  its  most  disturbing  section,  which 
chronicles  a young  man’s  experiences  of  imprisonment  and 
torture,  it  is  difficult,  even  painful  to  watch.  Yet  it  is 
where  it  takes  you  from  this  state  of  highly  charged  sympa- 
thetic revulsion  that  is  where  it  fails  as  political  art. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  purpose  of  political  art  is, 
ultimately,  to  politicize  its  audience.  To  raise  the  subject 
of  the  Phillipines  with  an  American  audience,  some  examina- 
tion of  the  relationship  of  that  audience  to  the  struggle 
and  suffering  in  the  Phillipines  is  in  order.  The  torture 
of  the  young  man  and  other  brutalities  presented  in  MGA 
PAGPILI  are  as  much  the  responsibility  of  the  neo-colonial 
policies  of  the  United  States  as  they  are  Marcos’.  The  two 
are  inseperable.  While  presenting  the  stories  of  individual 
Filipinos  with  images  is  as  informative  as  it  is  artistic, 
the  lack  of  a developed  political  analysis  in  the  overall 
piece  isolates  these  as  individual  experiences,  undetermined 
by  larger,  global  political  realities  in  which  the  audience 
for  the  piece  is  also  involved. 

Which  is  not  to  say  that  the  audience  is  not  already 
interested...  but,  upon  leaving  the  performance,  the 
dominant  feeling  was  one  of  tragedy  coupled  with  a better 
knowledge  of  the  Filipino  people  and  a sense  of  respect  for 
and  solidarity  with  their  struggle.  These  are  important 
attributes,  yet  the  piece  itself  did  not  generate  a bitter 
feeling  about  the  participation  of  the  United  States  in 
repression,  nor  anything  that  might  lead  to  some  kind  of 
activism.  MGA  PAGPILI,  while  an  excellent  piece  of  work 
that  everyone  should  really  see,  failed  at  a critical 
juncture:  its  ability  to  politicize. 

There  were  other  roughnesses  to  the  piece.  Slides 
could  have  been  edited,  it  could  have  been  shorter...  but  it 
just  opened  and  these  things  are  being  worked  out.  It  is 
currently  being  booked  into  a number  of  spaces  in  the  Bay 
Area  and  Hollacy  assured  me  it  will  play  in  the  Mission 
again.  Look  for  it,  probably  in  this  paper...  and  keep  your 
eye  on  the  Phillipines  as  well.  Jeannie  Hallacy  feels  it’s 
not  over,  there,  yet. 

NEXT  ISSUE:  Mission  Grafica 
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Check  with  us  for  January’s  listing*! 


We  will  help  you 
assert  your  legal 
riaht  to  live  in 
>i cent  and  safe 
housing. 

West  Bay  Law  Collective 

2017  Mission  Street.  Suite  300 
Son  Francisco.  California  94110 
Telephone:  (415)  621-0438 


Nicaragua  continues  to  be  on  our  minds  and  in  our 
hearts.  Recent  events  like  the  approval  of  100  million 
dollars  by  the  Congress.  Hasenfuss.  and  the  Contragate  dirty 
arms  deals'  secret.  illegal  negotiations  lead  us  to  believe 
that  things  are  going  to  continue  to  get  worse  before  they 
get  better.  This  may  be  so  but  our  testimony  from  our 
recent  trip  to  Nicaragua  is  meant  to  round  out  the  reports 
with  some  positive  reflection  on  what's  going  on.  Last 
month  many  people  from  our  community  went  to  Nicaragua  in 
solidarity,  to  work,  contribute  and  find  out  for  themselves 
what  the  present  looks  like  to  the  Central  Americans  in 
struggle  to  keep  Nicaragua  democratic  and  free. 


Talking  About  Sygar  . Popular  Theatre  and  Health 


Our  play.  "Azucar  es  Veneno" . filially  got  its  premier,  to  an 
appreciative  public.  in  the  Roberto  Huembes  market  in 
Managua.  Can't  say  that  there  isn't  freedom  of  speech  here. 
We  were  never  asked  for  a permit  or  advised  against  putting 
it  out  there  in  our  renegade  and  sponteneous  way.  All  over 
Nicaragua  we  are  left  alone  to  say  and  do  what  we  pleased 
and  see  alot  of  creativity,  humor  and  yes.  diversity  of 
opinion . 

And  our  opinion  could  be  called  diverse  as  well.  We  are 
here  in  Nicaragua  as  health  educators  saying  that  consuming 
sugar.  Cokes,  candies,  refined  processed  foods,  degeminated 
grains,  is  bad.  We  knew  we  can  talk  until  we're  blue  in  the 
face  but  addiction  to  the  sweet  juices  runs  pretty  deep. 
Instead  we  bring  humor  and  levity,  satire  and  drama  with  the 
message  of  the  exploitive  history  and  the  blind  dependance 
and  ignorance  that  surrounds  the  white  death. 

Theatre  is  a great  way  to  talk  about  sensitive  subjects. 
The  fact  is  that  in  Nicaragua  sugar  flows  in  evey  direction 
and  dietary  discretion  is  forshadowed  by  scarcities  of  the 
most  basic  foods.  Our  play  looks  beyond  the  personal  and 
does  not  blame  the  individual . The  fact  is  that  this  sugar 
thing  is  a conspiracy  put  in  place  in  the  colonial  era  in 
the  "New  World".  that  is  held  over  today.  We  poke  fun  at 
the  doctors  who  can  treat  illness  and  don't  recognize  the 
causes  in  our  daily  lifes,  at  American  consumerism,  waste, 
and  our  slavery  to  goodies.  We  laugh  and  yet  were  serious 
about  slavery  of  another  kind;  the  enslavement  of  men,  the 
mind,  captured  by  the  television  the  loss  of  our  primal 
knowlege  on  how  to  take  care  of  ourselves. 


CORDLESS  PHONE $39.95 

AM  & FM  CLOCK  RADIO  ALARM.  . $12.99 
WALKMAN  TIPE  SPEAKERS $19.95 


SE  HABLA  ESPAftOL 


)16  A — 16th  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
al  cruzar  la  Calle  Mission 


ZARRY’S 

ELECTRONICS 

- TEL.(415)  431-3730 


1,000  ITEMS  AT  50  - 70  percent  Discount 


A M & F M CASSETES $34.99 

COLOR  T.V.  20"  Remote  and  Cable $329.00 

HITACHI  RADIO  CASSETTE  STEREO $49.95 

4 1/2  " T.V.  CLOCK  RADIO  ALARM $89.95 

VCR  VHS  REMOTE  & PROGRAMMABLE $249.95 


648-6865 


POSTCARDS  FROM 


Popular  Theatre  and  Health  Fducnt ion . 


Fou 


Nicaraguans  whole-heartedly  allowed  us  the  space  in 
their  crowded  marketplace  to  do  our  daily  ritual  of  poety, 
song  and  satire.  Our  intention  is  not  to  load  them  down 
with  morality  or  wise  words  from  another  world.  We  talked  a 
lot.  among  ourselves.  about  our  delivery.  on  being 
appropriate  in  style,  on  engaging  the  public  and  initiating 
a dialogue  between  American  health  workers  and  themselves. 
There  is  a trick  to  letting  the  characters  speak  and  to 
finding  the  knowledge  that  is  already  out  there  so  it  can  be 
related  in  words  and  ideas  familiar  to  that  audience.  We 
got  kids  involved.  forming  the  parts  of  the  food  processing 
plant  or  strumming  the  guitar.  Nicaraguans  love  the 
opportunity  to  converse  with  Americans.  Our  discussions 
after  the  plays  proved  their  ability  to  have  an  opinion 
about  something  and  not  be.  like  alot  of  Americans  who  want 
to  compete  or  argue.  They  allowed  us  our  understanding. 
One  woman  who  worked  in  the  market  wanted  more  information 
on  cooking  and  vitamines.  One  fellow  had  a wealth  of 
information  on  the  body's  reaction  to  sugar  in  the  blood-a 
part  we  had  left  out  of  our  play. 


Talking  about  sugar  is  always  interesting  whether  here 
or  in  revolutionary  Nicaragua.  The  youth  there  are  hungry 
for  change  and  more  easily  understand  imperialism  from  their 
centuries  of  domination.  Our  play  here  in  the  US  focuses  on 
the  domination  of  the  mind  and  of  the  tastebuds  and 
addiction  and  of  course  liberation.  The  Nicaraguans  gave  us 
the  feedback  to  go  forward. 
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Fourth  Annual  International  Health  Colloquium 


The  Colloquium  on  health  is  a brand  of  U.S.  solidarity 
that  has  contributed  to  worthwhile  understanding  and 
learning  between  American  and  Nicaraguan  health 
professionals.  The  lessons  learned  are  not  only  about  the 
most  up  to  date  proceedures  and  medical  trends  but  a kind  of 
understanding  that  you  can't  get  in  a medical  journal  or 
from  hearine  a lecture. 


The  Colloquium  delegate  gets  only  a taste  of  the  reality 
of  the  daily  life  of  the  Nicaraguan.  Most  of  their  time  is 
spent  in  luxurious  poolside  buffets  or  on  air  conditioned 
tour  busses.  This  sets  the  tone  for  the  10  day  excursion. 
The  Committee  for  Health  Rights  in  Central  America,  the 
local  organizers  of  the  conferences,  seems  to  believe  in 
providing  comfort  and  accommodating  a middle  class,  mostly 
white  participation.  The  group  also  contributes  medical  aid 
but  does  not  see  this  as  their  true  function  as  an 
organization . 

This  year's  colloquium  resembled  past  ones.  A couple  of 
things  did  stand  out.  One  in  particular  was  the  Work  in 
A.I.D.S  education  done  by  The  Victoria  Mercado  Brigade  from 
San  Francisco.  This  group  used  their  time  to  get  down  with 
the  people  and  set  up  meetings,  T.V.  spots  and  safe  sex 
talks.  The  Nicaraguans  were  ready  for  the  information  and 
it  seemed  to  consolodate  some  people  in  the  gay  coomunity. 
As  of  yet  there  are  no  reported  cases  of  the  disease  in 
Nicaragua  but  it  is  a worry  being  that  Nicaragua  does 
recieve  blood  donations  and  a lot  of  foriegn  visitors. 
Another  very  positive  exchange  was  that  between  a union 
organizer  from  the  health  workers  union  and  the  Sandinista 
equivalent  (FETSALUD).  His  goal  was  to  set  up  relations 
between  workers  in  the  U.S.  and  there.  FETSALUD  was  at  his 
service  to  do  all  that  they  could  in  the  short  time  he  had 
there . 


The  health  colloqium  needs  to  diversify  and  look  at  its 
relationship  to  the  real  Nicaragua.  There  needs  to  be  an 
alternative  health  colloquium  with  "in  the  field"  work  and 
more  popular  medicine,  people  to  people  activism  without  the 
heavy  emphasis  on  protocol  and  respectibi 1 i ty , which  1 must 
admit  the  Sandinistas  are  very  good  at. 

Health  workers  told  me  that  they  learned  about  history, 
about  Nicaragua  but  they  mostly  learned  about  themselves. 
One  woman  from  a women's  clinic  in  Vermont  said  that  she 
could  never  work  in  such  scarcity  and  that  her  problems  and 
the  things  she  was  struggling  for  in  the  U.S.  seemed  less 
important  to  her  now.  Hopefully  health  professionals  become 
more  committed,  more  resposible  to  the  people,  following  the 
example  of  the  Nicaraguans. 


Theatre  Festival 

You  have  to  feel  for  a revolution  that  puts  such  a high 
priority  on  culture  as  does  the  Nicaraguan  one.  The 
Sandinista  Association  of  Cultural  Workers  (ASTC)  showed 
thier  ability  and  clarity  in  the  successful  festival  of 
theatre  that  they  put  together  last  month  in  Managua.  This 
festival  of  teatro  popular  brought  together  a very  exciting 
combination  of  the  best  of  theatre  from  las  Americas.  There 
was  Teatro  Escambray,  a reporter  style  theatre  with  a long 
and  impressive  history  from  Cuba.  There  was  the  superb 
comic  and  ridiculous  Teatro  Cero  from  Cuernavaca, 
Mexico .Colombia ' s La  Candelaria's  energetic  adaptation  of  a 
Spanish  classic,  a presentation  of  very  high  quality  by  El 
Rostro  of  Chile.  Nicaragua  experienced  a wave  of  new 
theatre  projects  following  the  triumph  and  some  of  these 
young  theatres  stood  proudly  and  rightfully  so  alongside  the 
visiting  more  established  cultural  institutions.  Teyocoyani 
is  one.  a campesino  theatre  from  Matagalpa.  they  used  common 


language,  song  and  inventive  scenery  made  from  sticks  and 
burlap  painted  with  iconografic  designs.  The  plays  dealt 
with  the  history  of  the  native  Nicaraguans;  a indigenous 
effort  to  recover  their  recent  past.  A high  point  for  us 
was  watching  the  SF  Mime  Troupe  present  their  "Hotel 
Universo"  in  Spanish  to  a packed  theatre.  The  Presidente 
Ortega,  his  wife  the  poet  Rosario  Murillo,  and  the  Minister 
of  Culture  were  among  the  many  to  exclaim  their  enthusiasm 
and  appreciation  for  this  band  of  political  clowns  from  the 
belly  of  the  beast.  It  was  not  an  easy  trip  for  the  Mime 
Troupe.  Their  props  and  scenery  were  held  up  in  Mexico,  but 
the  ASTC  set  to  work  to  borrow  materials,  sew  costumes,  and 
build  some  for  their  show.  They  slept  30  people  to  one  room 
and  did  a lot  of  hurring  up  and  a lot  of  waiting. All  in  all 
there  was  a whole  hearted  openness  that  surrounded  the  5 
days  of  solidly  packed  events,  happening  simul taneously  in 
several  spaces.  Many  friends  were  made,  bonds  established, 
jamming  and  trading  stories.  I know  the  groups  will 
influence  each  other  and  that  their  journey  to  Nicaragua  and 
knowing  its  people  will  enrich  each  groups  art 
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People  tell  me  that  I have  an  unusually  sharp  memory; 
maybe  so.  Someone  will  say  something  to  me  which  might 
cause  a whole  chain  of  thoughts  to  run  through  my  mind; 
often  without  distraction.  Having  been  without  my  sight  for 
a number  of  years  now,  I find  that  my  thought  processes,  no 
longer  diverted  by  eyesight,  seem  to  be  able  to  dig  deeper 
into  old  memories.  Interesting. 

Since  it  is  "The  season  to  be  jolly,"  I told  my  writer, 
who  calls  himself  "The  Ghost",  that  I wanted  to  talk  about 
what  the  downtown  district  used  to  be  like  during  the 
Christmas  shopping  season. 

The  Ghost  is  Bill  Hopkins  who  likes  to  gather  all  my 
thoughts,  put  them  in  some  kind  of  order,  then  type  them  up 
for  the  paper. 

"The  only  early  memory  I have  of  downtown,"  said  the 
Ghost,  "was  in  1925  when  my  mother  took  me  down  to  see  Santa 
Claus,  who  just  happened  to  be  visiting  the  Emporium  that 
year.  Then  she  took  me  to  a place  called  Townsend's  for  a 
chocolate  ice  cream  soda.  I think  it  was  on  Powell,  but  I'm 
not  sure;  I was  only  six  then." 

"Your  memory  isn't  so  bad,"  I said,  "Townsend's  was 
indeed  on  Powell,  just  down  from  the  Golden  Pheasant  which 
was  on  the  corner  of  Geary,  across  from  the  St.  Francis 
Hotel." 

Then  I told  him:  "1925  was  a very  good  year.  It  was 

right  smack  in  the  middle  of  what  we  used  to  call  the 
'Roaring  Twenties'.  There  was  plenty  of  money  floating 
•around  in  those  years,  so  your  mother  was  probably  feeling 
rich  right  then.  Townsend's  was  one  of  the  very  best  of  the 
new  kind  of  restaurants,  featuring  home-made  candy  and  ice 
cream 


the 
to 

of 
as 

old-fashioned 
without  that 


"Do  you  remember  the  Pig  n'  Whistle,  Foster  & Orear 


or 


Maskey's  down  on  Kearny?"  I asked  him. 

"Only  faintly,"  said  the  Ghost.  "I  used  to  hear  my 
parents  mentioned  them,  and  sometimes  my  father  would  bring 
home  a box  of  Maskey's  chocolates.  The  reason  I remember 
that,"  he  went  on,  "was  the  red  'Mask'  and  gold  skeleton 
'Key'  embossed  on  the  box." 

"That's  right,"  I said,  "and  the  Pig  n'  Whistle  had  a 
dancing,  fife  playing  pig  as  their  trade  mark;  which  also 
showed  up  in  the  sidewalk  terrazzo  out  in  front  to  attract 
passers-by." 

I went  on  to  explain.  "These  confectioners,  and  some 
others  like  the  old  'Orange  Blossom'  on  Kearny,  just  across 
from  Maskey's,  or  George  Haas  who  had  several  outlets  along 
Market  Street,  made  and  sold  their  own  candy  and  ice  cream. 
And  they  were  all  very  high  quality  restaurants  1 " 

I have  to  tell  him  all  these  things  because,  although 
he  was  born  in  the  Mission  he,  unfortunately,  was  raised  out 
in  the  'sterile'  Sunset  district;  thereby  missing  all  the 
fun  and  action  in  the  heart  of  town.  And  me,  being  old 
enough  to  be  his  father,  can  kid  him  about  this. 


Anyway,  getting  back  to  the  thoughts  on  Christmas 
downtown,  I should  first  mention  the  special  'Christmas 
Candy'  made  in  the  high  quality  stores  just  for  the  season. 
These  were  sugary  lumps  about  the  size  of  a bon-bon,  of 
various  fruit  flavors,  that  simply  melted  in  your  mouthl 
They  were  very  rich;  something  special  to  be  passed  around 
on  Christmas  Day.  THis,  and  some  other  tastes  of  Christmas 
such  as  stuffed  turkey  or  goose,  and  the  distinctive  holiday 
puddings,  all  of  them  preparations  set  on  the  table  by  my 
beloved  grandmother,  are  long-ago  memories. 

Although  the  beautiful  poinsettia  is,  happily,  still  in 
evidence  during  the  holiday  season,  I am  told  that  florist 
shops  no  longer  make  the  wonderful  floral  garlands  and  other 
fancy  decorations  they  used  to  display  at  this  time  of  year. 
The  wreaths  would  be  decorated  with  huckleberry  sprigs  or 
little  clusters  of  the  leaves  and  berries  of  the  holly, 
which  has  always  been  my  favorite.  Beside  mistletoe,  the 
good  florists  used  to  sell  lemon  leaf  sprigs  to  enhance 
aroma  in  the  entry  hall  of  the  home.  This  custom  seems 
have  gone  out  of  fashion. 

The  outstanding  smell,  or  fragrance  if  you  will, 
Christmas  comes  from  the  Douglas  fir;  used  not  only 
trees,  but  for  garlands  and  wreaths.  In  my 
opinion,  Christmas  is  just  not  Christmas 
marvelous  scent.  I remember  that  the  trees  tended  to  be 
floppy  and  not  very  symmetrical,  so  if  one  wanted  a 
perfectly  triangular-looking  tree  he  bought  a Silver  Tip 
fir.  This  tree,  although  it  lacked  the  good  odor,  had  very 
strong,  stiff  branches  able  to  support  loads  of  ornaments. 

I don't  know  what  kind  of  trees  the  department  stores 
used  every  year,  but  they  sure  were  BIG!  (The  biggest  of 
all,  of  course,  was  the  beautifully  decorated  tree  set  up  in 
Union  Square.  I think  this  was  the  work  of  the  Fire  Dept.) 

I also  think  the  Emporium,  City  of  Paris  and  White  House 
used  to  try  to  out-do  each  other;  not  only  in  the  size,  but 
the  beauty  of  their  trees.  This  competition  was  also 
evident  in  their  big  window  displays  with  animated  fairy- 
tale characters  and  such.  The  huge  windows  of  the  White 
House  at  Sutter  Street  and  Grant  Avenue  corner  were  usually 
the  best  in  town,  but  the  Emporium  and  O'Connor  & Moffat, 
where  Macy's  is  now,  were  very  good  too,  and  children  used 
to  look  forward  to  the  big  day  when  they  would  be  taken 

downtown  to  see  the  windows,  visit  the  toy  departments  and 
be  given  lunch  at  one  of  the  fine  restaurants. 

In  that  last  shopping  week  before  Christmas,  I was 
always  amazed  at  the  crowds  of  people,  hurrying  up  and  down 
the  sidewalks,  going  here  and  there;  trying  not  to  forget 
anyone  on  their  gift  listl  Sometimes,  in  their  mad  rush, 
they  would  collide  and  packages  would  go  in  all  directions! 
Market,  Stockton,  Geary,  Grant  Avenue;  any  of  these  streets 
was  really  a circus  in  those  last  shopping  days,  and  the 
very  last  day  was  the  wildest  of  alll  This  was  'The  Day  Of 
the  Procrastinator'  who  created  a frenzied  atmosphere  that 
did  not  subside  until  the  big  stores  finally  stopped  the 
music  and  closed  the  doors  on  the  night  of  the  24th. 

Christmas  in  the  Roaring  Twenties  was  something 
special,  and  those  of  us  who  experienced  it  will  never 
forget  the  time  when  'money  was  plentiful  and  San  Francisco 
was  really  jolly' ! 

And,  having  said  this,  I hope  you  all  have  a happy 
holiday  season. 

(The  Ghost  does,  tool) 
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protest  to  La  India  Bonita  and  has  tried  contacting  the 
owner  by  phone,  so  far  meeting  with  no  response.  When  this 
reporter  recently  asked  Enrique  about  his  version  of  events 
on  November  5th,  he  responded  "I  have  nothing  to  say." 

What  I want  to  know  is  why  customers  at  La  India  Bonita 
didn't  speak  out,  seeing  Jose's  predicament?  Second,  if  I 
were  Enrique's  bartender,  I’d  watch  out  the  next  time  I 
refused  service  to  a disabled  person.  Somebody  might  just 
want  to  disable  him.  As  Jose  said  on  the  phone  to  me,  "I 
want  people  to  know  that  these  attitudes  still  exist.  It’s 
enough  of  a challenge  for  me  that  my  access  is  limited 
because  of  lack  of  ramps.  For  you,  this  would  be  like  being 
refused  service  because  you're  a woman." 

Jose,  I know  exactly  what  you  mean... 

People  don't  need  this  type  of  treatment  any  time  of 
the  year,  but  especially  not  as  the  holidays  draw  near... 

For  those  of  us  prone  to  highs  and  lows,  this  season  is 
a manic  depressive's  dream.  As  poet  and  7 year  La  Posada 
counselor,  Q.  R.  Hand  says,  "even  if  you're  not  a drinker, 
the  emotional  demands  of  the  season  turn  you  into  one."  But 
it's  usually  not  until  January,  says  Q.  R.,  that  the  in- 
treatment Crisis  Center  at  Capp  and  23rd  Streets  sees  the 
real  increase  in  personal  crises.  Usually  people  ride  the 
tide  until  the  season  is  over;  then  the  cork  really  pops 
with  the  advent  of  the  cold,  short  days  of  January. 
"People's  personal  reservoirs  just  break,"  says  Q.  R. 

La  Posada  co-director  Tom  Zellerbach's  advice  for  the 
season:  "Seeing  as  the  holidays  are  difficult  even  for 
people  with  good  support  systems,  our  first  obligation  is  to 
accept  that  this  is  a hard  time  of  year,  and  our  feelings 
are  shared  by  many.  We're  not  alone.  Try  to  have  as  much 
contact  with  supportive  friends  and  family  as  possible." 

(More  on  Mission  Mental  Health  in  next  month's  column.) 

The  youngsters  who  frequent  the  S. F.  Comic  Book  Company 
at  3335  23rd  Street  (Monday  through  Saturday,  12:00  to  6:00) 
have  found  the  perfect  refuge  from  the  slings  and  arrows  all 
year  round.  Gary  Arlington's  cramped,  colorful  quarters 
display  comics  for  all  tastes  and  ages,  "from  young  kids  to 
the  perverts,"  comic  book  philosopher  Gary  says.  "Sure,  all 
comic  books  exploit  the  idea  of  the  superhero." 

Seeing  as  this  might  be  one  of  the  last  reserves  of 
heroes  in  U.S.  society,  we  all  might  do  well  to  choose  ours 
from  among  Gary's  odd  assortment  (trying  to  pick  our  way 
through  the  overtly  Rambo,  G.I.  Joe  variety,  that  is). 

To  the  two  16-year-olds  in  the  store  the  day  I chose  to 
browse,  Gary's  is  a place  where  "everybody  can  be  a kid". 
Also,  as  a sub-culture  with  many  affiliates,  it  doesn't 
teach  a bad  lesson  in  the  pursuit  of  youthful  capitalism,  as 
the  two  ahd  each  recently  re-sold  a comic  book  picked  up  for 
$1.50  at  $145.00  apiece. 

Gary,  creature  with  his  heart  and  head  in  the  air,  and 
plenty  of  body  on  the  earth,  bemoans  the  fact  of  the 
necessary  trade  irt  "Adult  Only"  comic  books.  "As  in  society 
in  general,  so  in  the  comic  book  trade  have  times  really 
changed,"  Gary  says  wistfully. 

(More  about  specific  offerings  of  the  S.F.  Comic  Book 
Company  next  month. ) 


At  approximately  9 PM  Wednesday  evening  November  5,' 
longtime  Mission  resident  Jose  Santamaria  went  out  for  a 
drink  but  came  back  home,  shaken  and  disturbed,  not  having 
achieved  his  innocuous  purpose.  Jose,  who  ambulates  with 
the  help  of  a wheelchair  (due  to  post-polio  complications), 
occasionally  goes  out  for  a couple  of  drinks  after  his 
usually  long  hours  working  as  a counselor  for  disabled 
people.  And  usually  his  imbibing  of  a beer  or  two  passes 
without  notice  at  such  Mission  spots  as  The  Albion,  Amelia's 
or  Sofia's.  But  on  November  5th,  Jose  was  refused  the 
customary  service  accorded  non-intoxicated  customers  at  La 
India  Bonita  on  the  corner  of  16th  and  Valencia. 

After  waiting  about  ten  minutes  for  service  at  the  bar, 
while  the  bartender  ignored  him,  Jose  spoke  up,  asking  for 
his  drink.  The  bartender  responded  that  he  was  prohibited 
by  law  from  serving  people  in  wheelchairs.  "What  if  after 
one  drink  you  fall  out  of  your  chair?"  the  bartender  said. 
The  next  day  when  Jose  called  him.  La  India-  Bonita  owner 
Enrique  corroborated  the  bartender's  version  of  why  Jose  had 
been  refused  service.  The  Alcoholic  Beverages  Commission, 
however,  denies  that  there  is  any  such  law.  At  Jose's 
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request,  the  Human  Rights  Commission  has  written  a letter  of 
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DOWNTOWN  DRAMAS 


The  North  Mission  Association  made  its  presence  felt  at 
City  Hall  in  November  by  exacting  important  concessions  from 
the  developers  of  Showplace  Square  (before  a Supervisoral 
committee  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  19)  and  Van  Ness  Gateway  Center 
(before  the  Board  of  Permit  Appeals  on  Wednesday,  the  20th), 
the  latter  particularly  satisfying  in  light  of  the  lengthy 
and  often  fierce  struggle  that  the  community  has  waged  with 
developer  Richard  Deringer  and' his  expensive  hired  hands. 

Deringer  agreed  to  reimburse  the  City's  Residential 
Hotel  Fund  for  his  demolition  of  the  Evergreen  Hotel  at 
1668-72  Mission  despite  the  contentions  of  a Deputy  City 
Attorney  that  the  loophole-ridden  Chapter  41  of  the  City's 
Administrative  Code  allows  the  owners  of  burned  or  neglected 
residential  properties  to  sell  them  to  office  developers  who 
are,  thereafter,  exempted  from  paying  into  the  fund.  Under 
the  terms  of  the  agreement,  he  will  contribute  the 


equivalent  applicable  amount  less  documented  costs  incurred 
in  the  hotel's  acquisition...  approximately  $160-175,000. 

Citywide  and  Mission  community  and  housing  groups  had 
attacked  the  DCA's  opinion  as  encouraging  arson  for  profit 
and  had  singled  it  out  as  a particularly  deficient  finding 
because  she  consulted  only  a Bureau  of  Building  Inspections 
official  who,  in  turn,  had  based  his  finding  of  the 
Evergreen's  unsuitability  for  rehabilitation  on  the  opinion 
of  a structural  engineer  hired  by  Deringer. 

The  work  of  the  NMA  and  other  community  groups,  far 
from  being  over,  will  now  shift  to  two  related  concerns. 
The  settlement  money  is  expected  to  be  administered  by  the 
Mayor's  Office  of  Housing  and  Economic  Development,  and  it 
will  take  continued  community  pressure  to  assure  that  it  is 
eventually  used  in  a manner  benefitting  the  majority  of  the 
neighborhood's  low  and  moderate-income  residents. 

"The  community  must  be  allowed  input  on  where  the  money 
goes,"  stated  Paul  Wartelle  of  West  Bay  Legal  Services. 

Additionally,  legislative  pressure  is  expected  to  be 
forthcoming  to  close  the  Chapter  41  loopholes.  South  of 
Market  residents  are  concerned  about  the  fate  of  a recently 
burned  building  at  7th  and  Howard  Streets;  the  Tenderloin  is 
up  in  arms  about  the  Sequoia  Hotel  and  an  apartment  building 
at  Turk  and  Taylor.  Until  Chapter  41  is  sealed  tight  no 
hotel  or  apartment  tenant  can  sleep  entirely  assured  of 
their  physical  or  economic  safety. 

Joining  the  North  Mission  Association  were  the  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition,  Affordable  Housing  Alliance,  San 
Franciscans  for  Reasonable  Growth  and  Asian  Law  Caucus.  The 
attorneys,  including  Wartelle,  Marcia  Rosen,  Sue  Hestor  and 
Ed  Lee  not  only  helped  out  the  community,  they  saved  the 
City  money  it  would  have  otherwise  frittered  away  and  spared 
the  City  Attorney's  office  the  dubious  distinction  of  having 
to  appear  as  lobbyists  for  arson!  Congratulations  to  all! 

A day  earlier  Bay  West,  developers  of  Showplace  Square, 
agreed  to  NMA  demands  for  an  on-site  hiring  facility  and 
community  access  to  Showplace-related  jobs  via  local  orga- 
nizations such  as  Arriba  Juntos  and  the  Mission  Hiring  Hall. 

Bay  West,  who  earlier  had  earned  the  criticism  of  the 
NMA  and  other  community  groups  for  its  opposition  to  the 
Martin  de  Porres  soup  kitchen,  also  promised  to  improve  its 
relations  with  that  important  facility.  Because  of  the 
nature  of  the  Showplace 's  convention  and  hotel  related 
employment,  it  is  hoped  that  temporary  or  entry-level  work 
will  be  accessible  to  those  patrons  of  Martin's  who  want  to 
get  off  the  street. 
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- by  Nick  Hornsfelt 


I lived  in  the  Haight  for  six  years  before  moving  South 
of  Market  a few  months  ago.  I didn't  leave  the  Haight 
because  of  rising  rents  or  gentrif ication,  it  was  just  time 
to  move  on.  I didn't  choose  South  of  Market  because  I'm 
trendy.  Unless  pudgy  and  over  thirty  five  becomes  all  the 
rage,  trendy  is  something  I'll  never  be.  Don  Johnson  can 
relax. 

To  put  it  simply,  I had  found  an  apartment  that  fit  my 
needs  and  income,  located  on  a quaint  little  dead  end  alley. 
Although  the  place  needed  a two-coat  paint  job  (at  my 
expense)  I was  excited  by  the  prospects  my  new  nest  had  in 
store  for  me. 

Then  it  happened.  My  first  Friday  in  the  new  house,  at 
about  2:30  AM  the  morning  air  was  shattered  by  screaming  and 
shouting  and  engines  revving  and  tires  screeching  and  radios 
blaring.  I sat  bolt-upright  in  bed,  my  eyes  widened  as  I 
waited  for  the  mob  outside  to  attempt  an  entry.  Around  3 AM 
the  din  died  down. 

The  next  day  I ran  into  my  neighbors  Charlie  and  Sally 
who  informed  me  this  was  a weekly  occurrence  caused  by 
patrons  leaving  "The  Oasis",  the  live  music,  dance  bar, 
indoor  pool  club  at  the  corner  of  Folsom  and  11th.  Noise 
was  only  part  of  the  patrons'  activities,  they  also  block 
our  alley  with  cars,  smash  beer  bottles  around  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  basically  create  an  atmosphere  of  mayhem. 

Saturday  night  was  louder  and  rowdier  than  Friday.  I 
double  locked  the  front  door.  I've  spent  many  a Saturday 
night  out  until  the  bars  closed.  I've  been  known  to  hoot  'n 
holler.  This  was  menacing.  I lay  in  the  double-locked 
dark,  with  covers  pulled  up  to  my  chin,  wishing  the  "boogie- 
people"  outside  would  go  away. 

The  rental  agent  had  assured  me  that  this  was  a quiet 
house,  "no  trouble  here".  So,  why  are  my  cats  hysterical? 
This  is  not  a nice  quiet  little  alley. 

On  the  weekends  that  followed,  I witnessed  neighbors 
coming  to  blows  with  belligerent  young  men  found  relieving 
themselves  in  our  doorways,  people  drinking  beer  and/or 
"tooting-up"  in  their  cars  before  going  to  dance  the  night 
away  and  my  weekends  wrecked  by  dread  of  this  invasion.  How 
would  you  feel  if  you  found  out  that  "the  fast  lane"  was 
going  to  run  right  in  front  of  your  house  Friday  night 
through  Sunday? 

I thought  I would  ask  good  neighbor  Charlie  how  he  felt 
about  it.  Charlie  describes  himself  as  "somewhat  less  than 
diplomatic",  but  there  is  no  doubt  about  his  stand,  and 
since  Sally,  Charlie's  wife,  has  literally  fought  by  his 
side  she  had  some  things  to  say  too. . . 

NH:  I've  been  thinking  that  I would  just  refer  to  The 
Oasis  as  "the  yuppie  bar  up  the  street". 

Charlie:  No!  The  problem  is  The  Oasis  and  there  is  no  point 
in  doing  this  if  you  aren't  going  to  name  them. 

NH:  How  long  have  you  owned  this  house? 

Charlie:  12  years,  but  I've  lived  in  the  neighborhood  since 
1968. 

NH:  How  long  has  The  Oasis  been  open? 

Charlie:  Three  years. 

NH:  There  weren't  problems  before? 

Charlie:  I wish  you  could  have  been  here  then,  it  was  a 
nice,  quiet  place  to  live. 

NH:  But  this  neighborhood  has  always  been  known  for  its 
bars,  especially  gay  leather  bars.  Why  is  The 

Oasis  a problem? 

Charlie:  The  people  who  go  to  the  leather  bars  usually  live 
in  the  city,  they  just  go  to  the  bars,  they  don't 
cause  trouble  in  the  neighborhood.  Most  of  the 
people  who  go  to  The  Oasis  come  from  out  of  town 
specifically  to  go  slumming.  The  Oasis  exploits 
this,  they  attract  the  worse  kinds  of  "Ugly 
American"  repressed  creeps  who,  as  soon  as  they  are 
away  from  home,  "act  out",  looking  for  a place  to 
piss  on  property.  There's  a lot  of  machismo  about 
pulling  their  [deleted]  out  in  a "gay"  neighborhood 
...  it's  all  beer,  cocaine  and  disrespect. 

NH:  What  about  the  drinking  and  driving? 

Charlie:  Well,  there's  a lot  of  drinking  before  anyone  gets 
here.  The  cover  charge  is  high  and  the  drinks  are 
expensive  so  people  drink  beer  on  their  way  in. 
I've  seen  people  making  mixed  drinks  in  their  cars. 
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drinking  for  an  hour  before  they  even  get  out.  The 
Oasis  has  non-alcohol  nights  and  there's  never  any 
trouble  on  those  nights,  the  problems  with  people 
drunk  and  high,  pissing  in  our  doorways  and  backing 
their  cars  into  our  houses  are  related  to  that 
place,  alcohol  and  drugs. 

NH:  How  many  times  have  you  had  to  call  the  police  in 
the  past  3 years? 

Sally:  Not  counting  complaints  about  people  blocking  our 
house,  parking  under  the  "NO  PARKING"  sign...  about 
a hundred. 

NH:  Sally,  I actually  saw  you  mix  it  up  with  some  guys 
out  front  one  night. 

Sally:  What  am  I supposed  to  do?  Charlie  confronts  this 
guy  pissing  on  our  house  and  suddenly  there  are 
four  of  them  beating  on  him. 

NH:  How  many  time  have  you  had  physical  confrontations 
with  these  people? 

Charlie:  Four  or  five. 

NH:  You  put  together  a letter  to  the  Mayor  and  Board  of 
Supervisors  for  people  in  the  neighborhood  to  send, 
to  them  so  City  Hall  would  be  aware  of  the  problems 
here,  how  many  letters  were  sent? 

Charlie:  About  150. 

NH:  I know  what  I got  in  return,  a letter  from  the 
Mayor  listing  the  laws  and  telling  me  to  call  the 
police. 

Sally:  That's  what  everybody  got. 

NH:  How  have  the  police  reacted  to  complaints?  > 

Charlie:  They  have  really  cooperated,  there  are  more  foot 
patrols  ticketing  cars  and  keeping  an  eye  out  for 
trouble.  They  come  as  quickly  as  they  can  when  we 
have  to  call.  But  the  Mayor  doesn't  want  to  do 
anything  because  she  is  in  favor  of  the  alcohol/ 
entertainment  economic  base  that  is  being  created 
in  San  Francisco.  Industry  is  gone  and  the  banks 
and  corporations  are  going  so  this  is  what  we  are 
left  with. 

NH:  What  do  you  think  has  to  be  done? 

Charlie:  People  have  to  be  made  aware  that  this  is  not  just 
one  neighborhood's  problem,  there  are  other 
neighborhoods  like  Broadway  and  here  where  specula- 
tors would  like  to  open  more  of  these  places.  The 
people  who  run  The  Oasis  and  bars  like  it  are  the 
worst  kind  of  alcohol  vendor,  the  operators  of 
these  places  have  to  be  held  responsible  for  the 
actions  of  their  patrons.  This  is  not  some 
neighborhood  bar  with  a walk-in  clientele,  they 
advertise  to  attract  the  kind  of  crowd  that  they 
have.  If  it  can  be  proven  that  their  crowd  is  the 
cause  of  problems  like  we  have  in  this  neighborhood 
then  their  operating  license  should  be  revoked. 

Well,  there  you  have  it,  three  nights  a week  people  on  my 
street  barricade  themselves  in  their  homes  while  our  city 
government  has  been  getting  itself  re-elected  by  taking 
skateboards  and  magic  markers  away  from  children.  Nice 
going,  guys. 

I don't  want  you  to  think  that  "the  yuppie  bar  up  the 
street"  is  the  only  problem  I have  with  my  new  house,  there 
is  also  the  Mexican  restaurant  next  door  that  has  taken  to 
employing  a heavy  metal  mariachi  band  for  birthdays  and  bar- 
mitzvahs  and,  just  in  case  my  soul  should  need  reviving,  on 
Sunday  mornings  there  is  a Hispanic  pentecostal  church  over 
the  back  wall  that  his  its  own  electrified  band  of  holy 
terror.  (Something  about  no  rest  for  the  wicked?) 

It  seems  that  every  few  months  when  there  is  newspaper 
space  to  be  filled,  some  feature  writer  pulls  out  the 
standard  piece  on  "The  Rebirth  of  South  of  Market  - SOMA" . 

I've  lived  there  for  six  months  and  I'm  sorry  but  I'm  not 
hanging  around  to  see  this  "rebirth"  through.  I'm  going  to 
do  what  I should  have  done  in  the  first  place,  move  to  the 
Avenues...  then  again,  perhaps  Park  Merced  would  be  better. 
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calendar.  It  hasn't 
even  been  through  the  washing  machine.  It's  almost  full. 
Has  it  really  been  eleven  months  since  I got  excited  over 
365  blank  pages  in  this  calendar?  Can  it  really  be  the 
middle  of  the  holiday  season  already?  A few  more  pages  and 
'86  will  be  done;  I'll  stop  at  BELL  BAZAAR,  buy  a new 
calendar  and  start  all  over.  When  I was  a kid  the  month 
before  Christmas  seemed  like  it  would  never  end,  now  a month 
seems  so  short  I wonder  if  I'll  remember  it. 

Well,  Christmas  is  almost  here,  and  RAINBOW  GENERAL 
STORE  is  getting  ready  in  a big  way.  They're  expanding 
again  --  in  size  and  services.  One  of  the  best  parts  of  the 
expansion  is  that  theV've  built  a new  receiving  area  on  the 
back  of  the  store  that's  recessed  from  the  street.  This 
should  mean  that  trucks  making  deliveries  to  RAINBOW  will  no 
longer  be  blocking  15th  Street.  Thanks,  RAINBOW.  Rinaldo 
of  the  rapier  tongue  and  healing  heart  reports  that  he's 
heading  up  their  new  video-cassette  rental  department  and 
stocking  it  with  great  tapes  like  "The  Art  of  Macrobiotic 
Cooking"  by  Micho  Kushi,  Uma  Silby's  video  on  healing  with 
crystals,  and  "The  Art  of  Meditation"  by  Alan  Watts. 

If  you're  ready  for  the  big  scoop,  RAINBOW  is  going 
plastic  I They'll  be  honoring  major  credit  cards  beginning 
this  month.  Even  as  time  goes  faster  and  faster  there  is 
one  guarantee  that  we  will  remember  December:  when  the  bills 
come  in  January  the  holidays  become  truly  unforgettable. 

SMALL  PRESS  TRAFFIC,  24th  and  Guerrero,  is  getting 
active  for  the  holidays  also.  On  December  11th,  Robert 
Peters  and  L.  Raphael  will  be  reading  their  poetry  there. 
On  the  14th  there's  a tree-trimming  party  with  hot  toddies 
and  15%  off  all  books.  They're  also  doing  an  exhibit  of 
Poetry  on  the  Buses  this  month.  Stop  in  and  check  them  out. 

Two  of  our  neighbors  are  putting  out  a great  new 
magazine.  Jay  and  Dixie  Kinney  are  editor  and  assistant 
editor  respectively  of  GNOSIS,  a Journal  of  the  Western 
Inner  Traditions.  This  is  a magazine  the  editors  can  be 
proud  of.  The  presentation  is  polished  and  professional, 
the  aftwork  (especially  the  cover  on  #3)  is  beautiful  and 
inspiring,  and  the  articles  are  clear  and  informative.  The 
latter  is  a major  triumph  considering  GHOSIS's  subject 
matter.  They're  looking  for  more  artist  and  writer 
contributors,  more  advertisers  and  more  subscribers.  You 
can  write  GNOSIS  at  P.0.  Box  14217,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 
From  a cursory  inspection  of  local  bookstores,  it  appears 
that  Jay  and  Dixie  have  been  remiss  in  neighborhood  circula- 
tion, but  I know  that  the  magazine  is  available  at  THE 
PHILOSPHER'S  STONE  at  3814  24th  Street.  Congratulations  to 
Jay  and  Dixie  on  a project  well  begun. 

MISHA  COHEN  described  the  AIDS  HEALING  ALLIANCE  in  her 
column  last  month,  and  I'd  like  to  compliment  AHA  on  their 
first  Open  Forum  held  November  19th  at  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church.  Through  promoting  awareness  about 
successful  use  of  alternative  therapies  by  long-term 
survivors  of  AIDS  or  ARC,  the  AIDS  Healing  Alliance  is 
working  to  dispel  the  myth  that  these  diseases  inevitably 
result  in  death.  Several  survivors  spoke  at  this  first 
forum,  and  I learned  a lot  about  healing  and  about  living 
well.  AHA  seems  to  be  one  of  those  rare  groups  of 


NEIGHBORS 

The  cover's  coming  off  my  pocket 


individuals  who  come  together  without  self-interest  to 
respond  to  a community  need. 

The  premiere  of  "MAGI"  with  the  Kronos  Quartet  is  a 
calendar-marking  event  at  THEATER  ARTAUD,  450  Florida  St., 
from  December  5th  - 21st.  December  10th  will  be  a special 
performance  to  benefit  the  San  Francisco  Nuclear  Weapons 
Freeze . 

New  Stores:  I hear  there's  a good,  cheap,  fast-food 
sushi  restaurant  at  Sycamore  and  Mission  and  SWEET  CREATIONS 
BAKERY  is  a new  dieter's  nemesis  opened  at  17th  and  Mission 
by  the  owner  of  NATURE'S  WAY  PRODUCE. 


On  Thursday,  December  4th,  the  MARXIST  STUDY  SF.RTF.S 
oil cis  "Glowing  up  in  Cuba",  a iccluie  and  slide  show  by  a 
group  of  Bay  Area  educators  from  th^ir  tout  "f  Cuban 
schools.  It’s  at  7 : Jp  PM  at  THE  BOOK  CENTER,  518  Valencia 
near  16th,  and  a $3  donation  is  requested.  LA  RAZA  GRAPHICS 
CENTER  and  MISSION  GRAFICA  present  Buscando  America  / 
Searching  for  America,  a portfolio  of  serigraphic  work, 
until  December  31st  at  GALERIA  ESQUINA  LIBERTAD,  938 
Valencia  Street.  Company  in  Flight  will  present  a concert 
of  music  and  dance  theater  choreographed  by  founder-artistic 
director  Liz  Fuentes  Rosner  on  December  5th,  6th,  12th  and 
13th  at  8:30  PM  at  the  THIRD  WAVE  DANCE  THEATER,  3316  24th 
St.  You  can  call  826-7247  for  advance  reservations. 


OPERATION  CONCERN'S  Gay  and  Lesbian  Outreach  to  Elders 
has  a lot  of  activities  planned  for  the  holiday  season  and 
you  can  get  schedules  and  information  by  calling  626-7000. 

BOOKWORKS,  2248  Mission  Street,  is  another  small  inde- 
pendent neighborhood  business  severely  threatened  by  escala- 
ting rents  and  insurance.  They're  looking  for  a bigger 
space  and  they're  also  offering  "Friends  of  Bookworks" 
memberships  for  $10  (or  $15  for  a couple)  that  will  allow  a 
10%  discount  on  store  items  and  a slot  on  their  mailing  list 
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3228  16th  Street 
(between  Guerrero  and  Dolores) 


626-6650 

HOURS:  M-F:  9 to  6 


Liz  Fuentes  Rosnar  of  Company  In  Flight. 


for  events  at  .the  store.  If  we  want  to  preserve  the 
personality  and  neighborliness  of  our  neighborhood  we've  got 
to  support  our  neighbor's  business. 

"Talkin'  to  the  President",  a new  political  musical 
revue,  makes  its  debut  November  6th  for  a two-weekend 
introductory  run  at  San  Francisco's  NEW  PERFORMANCE  GALLERY, 
3153  17th  Street.  For  information  or  reservations  you  can 
call  868-0782.  Also  "The  Velveteen  Rabbit"  choreographed  by 
ODC/San  Francisco  co-artistic  director  Katie  Nelson  to  the 
Random  House  Records  recording  featuring  music  by  George 
Winston  and  with  Meryl  Streep  narrating  will  be  presented  at 
the  New  Music  Performance  Gallery  December  10th  through 
21st.  For  this  event  call  863-6606. 

There  is  a senior  citizens'  activity  program  sponsored 
each  Tuesday  by  the  Dolores  Street  Baptist  Church  in  the 
social  hall  and  dining  room  of  its  historic  building  at  15th 
and  Dolores.  Volunteers  prepare  a delicious  meal  for  $1.00, 
lead  group  singing  and  exercises,  and  guide  the  participants 
in  small-group  activities  such  as  needlecraft  projects, 
ceramics  crafts,  and  discussion  of  current  events.  For  more 
information  you  can  call  Pastor  Lowder  at  861-1434. 

QUAN  YIN  now  offers  a complete  state  certified 
acupressure  program.  This  9 week,  150  hour  certificate 
program  is  offered  four  times  a year  and  is  taught  by  a 
faculty  committed  to  holistic  health.  For  more  information 
you  can  call  861-1101. 

FOOTWORK  STUDIOS,  3321  22nd  Street,  presents  "Nina  Watt 
Solos"  December  17th  - 20th  at  8:30  PM.  Reservations  can  be 
made  at  824-5504. 

Your  purchase  of  a colorful  wall  map  of  the  Mission  District 
can  help  pay  for  Christmas  decorations  on  Mission  Street. 
The  Mission  District  poster  is  a one-time  print  and  sells 
for  $5.00  or  three  for  $10.00.  It's  available  at  Miz 
Brown’s  Country  Kitchen,  2563  Mission  Street. 

The  Museum  Art  School  at  333  Dolores  will  host  a holiday 
open  house  on  Saturday,  December  6th  1-4  PM.  Festivities 
will  include  a ceramic  sale,  entertainment,  refreshments, 
holiday  art  projects,  and  an  art  exhibition  reception  of 
paintings  by  Larry  Dubbs,  Barbara  Jackson  and  Jonelle 
Johnson.  Free! 

Remember  that  you  can  save  time  and  trouble  and  enrich 
our  neighborhood  by  doing  your  Christmas  shopping  right  here 
at  home.  Support  your  neighbor  merchants  and  reduce  your 
own  shopping  stress.  And  don't  forget  GALERIA  DE  LA 
RAZA/STUDIO  24 'S  Christmas  Folk  Art  Sale  throughout 
December.  It's  at  2851  24th  Street  at  Bryant  Street  and  teh 
information  number  is  826-8009.  One  of  my  favorite  places 
for  Christmas  shopping  is  the  San  Francisco  Craf tswomen ' s 
Fair  at  the  WOMEN'S  BUILDING:  This  year  it's  December  6th 
and  7th  and  December  13th  and  14th.  Have  a safe  and  merry 
Christmas  and  don't  charge  more  than  you  want  to  pay  for 
next  year. 


Enroll  Now  For  Winter  Term 


lyOVA  Academy ' X& 


Full  academic  and  arts  courses 
for  elementary  and  secondary 
students  • Extended  day  care 

• High  school  credits 

• Approved  for  foreign 
students 
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BALLET 
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Full  courses  • All 
ages:  tols.  children, 
adults  • Outstanding  staff 
Complete  schedules  on  request 


<>°y  t@e  S^tiFrancisco 
Conservatory  ^Ballet 


AUNT  MARY’S 
• RESTAURANT 

Mexican  & American  Cuisine 

Try  our  excellent  dishes  in  a nice  atmosphere 

INFLATION  FIGHTER  SPECIALS: 


No.  1 Two  buttermilk“pancakes,  two  strips 
of  bacon;  one  egg 

No.  2 Two  large  eggs,  hash  brown  potatoes 
toast  & jelly  

No.  3 Huevos  Rancheros  • two  fried  eggs 
topped  with  Monterrey  Jack  cheese 
Spanish  sauce,  rice,  beans,  tortillas.  . . 

Specials  Daily  until  10:00  am  Coffee  & Tax  not  included 

OPEN:  TUES  • FRIDAY  - 7:00  a m.  - 2:00  p m. 

SAT  • SUN  8:00  a.m.  - 2:00  p.m. 

Reservations  626-5523  — 3122  16th  St. 


1.49 

1.49 

2.99 
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• STUDIOS  l J an,  \ 

• CHILD  CARK  CEXTF.R 


Lee  Soto  (left).  Director  of  Arriba  Juntos,  spoke  at  the 
November  5th  groundbreaking  ceremonies  for  the  Mission-Capp 
apartments.  These  47  units  of  affordable  housing,  located 
on  what  is  now  a vacant  lot  between  17th  and  18th  Streets  on 
Mission,  are  being  developed  by  Arriba  Juntos  and  scheduled 
for  completion  in  May  of  1988.  On  the  right  are  Anita 
Correa,  Board  Member  of  Arriba  Juntos,  and  Bill  Witte  of  the 
Mayor's  Office  of  Housing,  which  is  co-sponsoring  the 
project. 


REDISCOVERED 
FURNISHINGS,  CLOTHING 
& ACCESSORIES 


NOW  OPEN 

Tuesday  - Saturday 
11am  - 7pm 


535  Valencia  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(between  16th  and  17th  Streets) 

415/  621-7116 


Hodge  looked  at  the  hold  in  the  ground  where  the  town  had 
been.  It  wasn't  fair.  Just  when  it  seemed  there  had  been 
something  left  to  believe  in,  they  took  that  too.  The  sun 
beat  down  on  the  dry  red  clay  and  yellow  heat  spun  in  his 
eyes.  He  felt  his  body  drop  like  a bag  filled  with 
disconnected  bones.  When  he  regained  his  sense  somewhat,  he 
found  himself  staring  at  the  sky  with  a blank  hopeless  look 
in  his  eyes.  He  tried  to  scream,  but  only  glutinous  spit 
seeped  out  of  his  cracked  lips  and  ran  slowly  into  the 
forest  of  stubble  that  grew  inside  a nest  of  wrinkles 
holding  up  his  chin.  He  felt  muffled  and  trapped  in  the 
awful  silence  left  where  the  town  had  been.  That  town  was  a 
place  where  noise  banged  and  hooted  in  a cacaphony  of  living 
that  told  people  they  were  still  alive.  Without  those 
sounds  Hodge  knew  he  was  really  finished.  He  could  already 


feel  the  weight  of  his  skinny  body  crawling  off  into  the 
desert  to  die,  and  he  didn't  care.  If  the  town  had  been  the 
end  of  the  road,  what  would  have  been  on  the  other  side? 
Maybe  he  would  just  have  stepped  off  into  nowhere,  like  the 
edge  of  a cliff  in  space.  He  had  never  wanted  to  go  further 
than  where  the  road  ended,  which  was  right  at  the  beginning 
of  the  town.  If  there  had  been  somewhere  else  on  the  other 
side,  he  sure  couldn't  see  it  now.  He  was  on  a small  rise 
that  gave  him  a view  of  endless  desert  stretching  to  a heat- 
veiled  horizon.  Not  even  the  sound  of  a lizard's  tail 
scritching  across  hot  rocks  could  be  heard  in  that  whole 
hell  of  a place.  Hodge  dropped  his  head  back  down  into  his 
hands  and  wept  dry  tears. 

(to  be  continued...  ) 

Hola,  ese,  I have  been  gone  from  the  last  three  issues  of 
this  periodico,  and  I thought  all  of  you  might  need  a break 
from  the  agonies  of  the  City.  Felice  Navidad  y libertad. 
If  you  are  thinking  of  getting  a gift  for  a friend  with  some 
real  meaning,  give  them  a book  of  Bob  Kaufman's  poems, 
available  at  Bookworks  between  24th  & 25th  on  Mission.  He 
passed  away  last  January  and  it  would  do  us  all  a lot  of 
good  to  read  his  words.  Let's  try  to  find  more  meaning  to 
life  in  this  do-wap  city.  Te  watcho. 

HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 

AND 

HOLLIDAY'S  BARBCR  SHOP 

MOVED 

TO  821-9420 

3166  22nd  ST 

across  from  Bayview 
parking  lot 

/MOVING  SALE  10%  Haircuts 
Hair  Supplies  from  $7 "to  $18 


This  bottle  could 
save  your  life. 


Bleach  kills  protect  you  from  getting  AIDS, 

the  AIDS  virus  that  and  it  will  not  damage  the 

gets  in  used  needles.  Cleaning  needle.  Make  sure  you  don’t 
needles  with  bleach  will  help  shoot  or  drink  the  bleach. 
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1.  Flush  with  bleach.  Pour  bleach  into  glass.  Fill  syringe  with  bleach.  Empty  bleach  from  syringe.  Repeat. 
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2 Flush  with  water.  Fill  a glass  with  clean  water.  Fill  syringe  with  water.  Empty  water  from  syringe.  Repeat. 


AID 


For  more  facts  about  AIDS 
and  cleaning  needles: 


Call 
-AIDS 


Key  Shop 

511  Valencia  xl6th 

PET  TAGS 
WHILE  U WAIT 

Laminating 


» 
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THE  PIE  IS 
ALREADY  CUT 


- by  Edward  Benner 

Thursday  morning,  October  23rd,  about  noon  at  the 
office  of  the  Community  Advisory  Board  on  Drug  Abuse,  a 
couple  of  new  Health  Department  employees  misinformed  some 
police  officers  and  had  this  arthritic  old  writer 
handcuffed,  escorted  to  a police  car  by  three  officers  and 
dumped  in  back. 

Only  about  a week  earlier,  your  neighborhood  68  year- 
old,  240  pound  independent  investigative  consumer  advocate 
started  asking  embarrassing  questions  around  the  San 
Francisco  Health  Department  with  its  hundreds  of  satellite 
offices  — questions  about  big  money  coming  here  for  new 
programs  and  about  irregular  process  in  handling  important 
public  information  on  these  interesting  developments. 

$1,121,5111  Over  one  million  one  hundred  thousand  NEW 
dollars  will  soon  be  going  to  RFP  (Request  for  Proposals)  as 
our  San  Francisco  medical  and  public  health  establishments 
accellerate  their  "talent-search"  for  innovative,  AIDS- 
related  drug  treatment  programs. 

More  than  $1,000,000,000,  one  billion  additional 
dollars  in  NEW  FUNDS  will  probably  also  go  through  the 
bookkeeping  of  our  city  Controller  during  just  the  next  five 
years  --  merely  to  clean  up,  dispose  of  and  manage  TOXIC  and 
HAZARDOUS  liquids,  gases  and  materials.  Here  again,  hundreds 
of  first-time  contractors  will,  theoretically,  win  new 
business. 

The  police  provided  this  writer  with  a short  tide  up 
Van  Ness,  about  an  hour  on  a steel-clad  bench  with  one  wrist 
cuffed  to  a galvanized  pipe,  some  companions  worthy  of  the 
#14  MUNI  bus  at  midnight,  then  a release  out  the  back  door. 

A short  ride  on  MUNI  took  this  dangerous  criminal  back 
to  the  same  office. 

This  time  the  two  new  employees  told  me,  with  courtesy 
and  brevity,  that  they  didn't  have  the  information  their 
boss  had  promised  to  leave  at  their  desk. 

I walked  a few  blocks  to  offices  of  the  Health 
Department  boss  next  up  in  the  hierarchy.  There  I spoke 
briefly  with  a bright  deputy.  The  following  day,  I picked 

up  the  promised  data  from  the  receptionist  of  the  big  boss. 

"Set-ups"  are  not  news  to  natives  or  long-term 
residents  of  this  North  Mission  neighborhood.  Why  me?  Why 
at  this  time?  Was  this  one  on  purpose  or  accidental? 
Probably  accidental.  Then  some  light  began  to  filter  into 
my  anger-fogged  brain. 

Big  money  means  new  jobs  for  contractors  and  subcon- 
tractors. Well-intentioned  leaders  tell  us,  with  each  new 
funded  project,  "This  will  go  to  contractors  who  are  'new', 
'minority',  and  'local'." 

There  will  be  a window-dressing  few,  of  course.  Is 
there  hope  of  more?  Or  will  contractors  and  workers  from 
other  regions  and  states  continue  to  get  about  90%  of  the 
new  jobs?  What  are  the  odds? 


If  "The  Pie"  hadn't  already  been  cut  funding  would  not, 
once  more,  be  starting  to  flow  to  us  from  politically 
hostile  administrations  in  Sacramento  and  Washingtcfh. 

Yes,  the  pie  has  been  cut.  BUT,  there  now  are  also 
many  additional  paths  and  ladders  for  "new",  for  "minority", 
for  "local"  contractors  and  workers  to  participate. 

However,  as  usual,  there's  a gimmick.  Someone  just  has 
to  load  the  dice  or  weight  the  wheel.  For  more  than  10 
years,  this  investigative  writer  has  watched  as  one  small 
group  of  INSIDERS  or  other  makes  sure  that  paths  and  ladders 
to  new  jobs  are  well  hidden  to  all  but  their  friends. 
Incidentally,  most  of  their  friends  seem  to  be  yuppies. 

Today,  as  these  new  funds  start  flowing  into  our  human 
service  delivery  system  again  in  San  Francisco,  it’s  as  if 
our  people  were  invited  to  run  a marathon.  But  here,  where 
the  prizes  are  literally  the  difference  between  life  and 
death,  information  about  the  rules  and  the  route  is  not 
available,  EXCEPT  TO  INSIDERS,  until  a day  or  so  before  the 
start  of  the  race. 

In  this  neighborhood,  whether  our  present  jobs  be  licit 
or  illicit,  we  work  hard;  we're  practical  people.  How  do  we 
get  our  fair  share  of  these  new,  well-intended  donations 
from  outsiders?  How  do  we  handle  the  flood  of  new  strangers 
(many  are  carpetbaggers)  now,  once  again,  flooding  into  our 
streets  and  buildings  — quite  a few  with  inside  information 
on  how  to  qualify  for  sudden  business  success? 

LONG-TERM:  We  have  to  develop  our  own  neighborhood 

database  and  computer  capability  to  guide  us  in  the 
practical,  nuts-and-bolts  tasks  of  public  participation. 

SHORT-TERM:  Some  practical  suggestions.  Our  City- 

County  has  an  uncounted  number  of  "CABs",  official  Community 
Advisory  Boards.  Those  Boards  are  mandated  by  state  or 

local  legisltion;  their  members  are  appointed  by  the  Board 

of  Supervisors.  Most  of  them  do  lousy  work.  Some  don't 

even  meet.  But  each  Community  Advisory  Board  which  meets 
regularly  can  be  used  by  any  member  of  the  public  as  a 
window  to  political  and  social  realities  in  San  Francisco  — 
even  as  a living  text  for  post,  postgraduate  learning. 

Contracting  for  vital  government  work  is  big  league. 
Beneath  all  the  BS  and  camouflage  and  smokescreens  and 

occasional  rip-offs  are  a lot  of  competent  people  doing  fine 
work. 

Anyone  can  qualify  for  serious  consideration  of 
employment  or  contract  by  systematic  study  of  verbal, 
written  and  nonverbal  data  which  surfaces  at  any  CAB 

meeting.  Do  this  right,  and  someday  you  may  find  yourself 
labeled  INSIDER. 

Now  you  say  I'm  sounding  like  Ann  Landers.  Well,  yes 
and  no.  Is  there  still  a gimmick?  Hell  yes  — the  biggest 
and  most  profitable  CON  JOB  today  --  nurtured  and 
perpetuated  in  our  most  illustrious  Halls  of  Ivy. 

Some  relevant  Community  Advisory  Boards  include: 
COMMUNITY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES  COMMUNITY  ADVISORY 
BOARD  --  meets  usually  the  second  Monday  evening  of  each 
month,  7 PM,  101  Grove  Street,  Room  302. 

HAZARDOUS  MATERIALS  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  — meets  usually 
the  first  Thursday  morning  of  each  month,  10  AM,  101  Grove 
Street,  Room  302. 

DRUG  ABUSE  ADVISORY  BOARD  --  meets  usually  the  second 
Wednesday  afternoon  of  each  month,  3:30  PM,  170  Fell  Street, 
Room  32.  , , _ 

MENTAL  HEALTH  ADVISORY  BOARD  --  meets  usually  the 
second  Wednesday  evening  of  each  month,  7 PM  City  Hall,  Room 
2c  (in  the  basement). 
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• on  the  sunny  side  of  Market  Street  fast  and  free  to  most  neighborhoods 


Two  Locations  To  Serve  You 


TAQUERIA 


NOW  OPEN 

3071  - 16th  STREET 
Bet.  MISSION  & VALENCIA 

OPEN  DAILY 

11  AM  to  12  PM 

864-8840 


11:00  AM  TO  10:00  PM 

PHONE  431-3351 


